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ABSTRACT : Temporal and spatial variability of phytoplankton pigment concentrations around the Korea Peninsula was
described, using the monthly mean composite images of the SeaWiFS (Sea-Viewing Wide Field-of-View Sensor). The high
pigment concentrations appear in the spring and fall in the East Sea The spring bloom in the southern regions (in April) occurs
one month in advance in comparison with that in the northern regions (in May). In summer season, the pigment concentrations
are low all over the region in the East Sea And the high pigment concentrations exist yearly around warm stream along the
coast of the East Sea, and in the coast of the West Sea and South Sea. In particular, the high pigment concentrations linking near
the mouth of the Yangze River to coast of South Sea in Korea appear during August to December.

KEY WORDS : Pigment concentration, Temporal and spatial variability, SeaWiFS images.
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Fig. 1. Orbview2/SeaWiFS monthly mean pigment concentration images
from January to December 1999.
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