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Abstract

This experiment was conducted to investigate the effect of feed restriction in early stage of growth
on the compensatory growth in male and female broiler chickens. Day-old 480 male and 480 female
commercial broiler chickens(Ross strain) were randomly allotted to 32 pens(replicates), 30 birds per
pen, to compare the sex difference in growth performance and carcass characteristics. Birds in control
group(C) were full fed throughout the study. T1, T2 and T3 were restricted at 4~11d, 4~14d and
4~18d, respectively. Chickens were weighed every week, and one bird was selected from each pen to
measure carcass characteristics at the end of experiment. In female chickens, all restricted-fed groups
except for T3 weighed same as or heavier than the control group at 7 weeks of age. In male
chickens, both T2 and T3 that had longer feed restriction period were significantly different from the
control group. Viability was not different significantly, Feed intake in both male and female chickens
of T3 group statistically differed from the control group. The female chicks showed larger abdominal
fat pad sizes than did male birds up to market age.
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