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A System of English Vowel Transcription Based on Acoustic Properties

Dae-Won Kim

Department of English Language Education, Busan, Korea

There are more than five systems for transcribing English vowels. Because of this diversity, teachers of English and
students are confronted with not a little problems with the English vowel symbols used in the English-Korean dictionaries,
English text books, books for Phonetics and Phonology. This study was designed to suggest criterions for the phonemic
transcription of English vowels on the basis of phonetic properties of the vowels and a system of English vowel transcription
based on the criterions in order to minimize the problems with inter-system differences. A speaker (phonetician) of RP
English uttered a series of isolated minimal pairs containing the vowels in question. The suggested vowel symbols are as
1) Simple vowels : /i:/ in beat, / 1/ bit, / £ / bet, / & / bat, / a: / father, /plla / bod, / 5:/ bawd, / u/ put, / u: / boot / o
/but, and / a / about / 3:113:x / bird. 2) Diphthongs : / al / in bite, / au / bout, / 5 / boy, / 3ullou / boat, / er / bait, / eallear / air, /
usltuar/ poor, / ialliar/ beer. Where two symbols are shown corresponding to the vowel in a single word, the first is
appropriate for most speakers of British English and the second for most speakers of American English.
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Table 1. E0i2E HX1e) 71% 7t QleM, MRt ¥=Eo £Xl= DIZE0{0|C} (Ladefoged, 1993,

E2|HAS vlw. B
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AN Table 1614 & 4 QU Hhe} Do) 9o} B854 7)AAE 2 7}
2497 =

2L uAAE AP%HH

135 A& AE 2% o
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3 ed., Table 4.1.; 2001, Fig. 2.2. : K & K=Kenyon & Knott, 1953 ; EPD 14=Gimson/Jones, 1977 ; LPD=Wells, 1991 ; EPD 16=
Roach, Hartman and Setter, 2003)

o] Ladefoged K&K EPD 14 EPD 16 Wells (LPD) D.W. Kim
beat i i i it i i
bit 1 I r 1 1 I
bait el € ei : el el el
bet € 3 € e e £
bat ® ® & ® ® ®
father a a a a: a a
bod D [} 5 pla Dla: pla
bawd 3 3 > e o ax
boat au/ou u ou aufou su/ou 3u/ou
pull u u u u u u
pool u u u u u u
butt A A B A A A
bird 3/ E e 3/ 3fon 33w
bite al al ai al al al
bout au au au au au au
boy 5l o i sl 2i 5!
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Ob_ 2) 1 71l wet Jo] BEs40] F7|AAE AA AR
bastAl vl stk gtk 9o BES4e] 715sE st & A7l
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oAE £ H49 #(minimal pair) Q! bead®} bid7} SHE @o2 ¥4 = o bead?) 229 bide] B2 M= o
2 FH A (resonant cavity) ol &8l & H= HZ o2 S4oltk & beadd B2 bidY B Bk 444 (front)
3 71484 (high) o] ©] Atk Wbk bead$t bid¥) B&-& A2 BE 715 /i/9% /1/2 ®7]8K= Zlo] v st

4, 59" T 840t U AN SAFHCE A w ol 2 5 ApHo] A A FHgH Aol
£ Hold o]2idt Ao|E I $49 o)A HEAAE 7FEte] $44 Bl gkt ¢lE £9 beadd B2
bide] SR}t B 58%(33~100%) AT AA 2F He o2 35 gok

w2hA bead?] B/ & /Z bid® E&E /1 /2 B8k o] Yol AFs S48 715 sl B F 7R
715& BF Al 9= ) bead®] B/ /o bide] Bg/ 1/ Boh 1437 AEAd0) A 18y, ol#idt Aol
Be5Aao 71328 A% 75 o] diEel 784 (pitch) AFAT 34 (tense) AHAL 471359 w4 (sim-
plicity) & 3] BE% 7133} 31K o= 74°] H}a;“ sith A2AARS /it /9] pitchs H 144Hz(140~150hz)
2 223t gy 67ms (44~80ms) A&H & 317F 5= 4HA / 1/9) pitchEs H+ 138HzE A28l A 15ms
(0~32ms) A& & sPdsch w3 /i /& / 1/ By 24849 % ’“"*01 A7) Wzl /i / &8 Z25A / 1/ vlgt

o el BAEEE U ol ATk WA /[ BED YRL0LD )1/ BEY VIFOR TR F A
Nt A8 B8 g BEE 2 Ao o) Thseic

o, 4ol S\FLE B4 24(M2E BEY 215 (1] o) 484 B89 A5E WA oEmEe
Ao AerIEE BT R Bee Eold F4 V15 (18 ABeA gk e 2AE The

3} g} oAE B0, main/ e /9] AL /e /2 /e /2 A2 FZEE /¢ /(men) Q) )9} 1124 (pitch) & H] w3l
B maing &5 /e /9 Hole 99ms ©]3 pitche 135HzZE Al&ste] ofF 55ms A& Hrir} sp43tch v] &g
/1/9) o)== 104ms AEY pitchs 120HzelA] 8}

etk ey /e /9 A8 BFEEZSU meny B [ -y
& /e /= ZHo)7 181msE /e / Bt} 80% Ax ¢
ZAcd}, EEE pitcheE 124HzZ A12H}o] 48ms A% i u
A F P oyt ROl olFREY B AT | ' . ge
e @84 wmad wael gwdes pege | | - - — 1
AR o) Zol= . . N
e (tense) E& :iexauaxo (AE) a B A
A5 (ax) BS te@®oauba T DOa
Jojo]E 1 2-9] ¥7) : el 3u/ou au aldl ve €2 € 2
a:
2. OB g 249 EN| B
o N o
Al ek Gas] vlsstel B AAEA W g ot 25 a0l won ue Ueds ssae. o
2t o] B840 H7)AAlE Fig. 13 Table 220 £ 49| 7|57} e e M= PRoi(BE) 0|1 X}
= DlEfOiO-I(AE) E SSSICh(chel, 2003).
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Table 2. Hof CHo{2] 28 SAEIIZ 3 Ciojo & 742 847157t oW, Mils REHE =Xz D|2UNE =3It
Key word bead bid bed bad bird bud cot
symbol i I I3 & 3fa: A D/a
Key word boot put caught card about four
symbol u u kX a e afor
Key word eight boat bow bite boy poor pair
cl 3u/ou au al a1 ue 2}

2004 B nie}

3. P2 222 EVHINES HjpeN
Table 1o #AAJgH FAte] FolS42] B714A (Fig. 1, Table 2) 9} thE do] 7L HI|AASo] oW Hojjx] ojud
Al AE TEA] 2o)|FE F4 02 vjw A48t} sk

(1) beat /i /¢ bit /1/

224 BEEAVNE /i /9 /1 5 d=EREe] AEE LPD(Wells, 1991), EPD 16(Roach, Hartman and
Setter, 2003) FolM AREE SAE7I9 2 713E AMSEY ok T12d, Kenyon & Knott(1953) 3}
Ladefoged(1993 ; 2001, 4™ ed. Figure 2.2)9] 4715 /i/9} /1/ Z18)1 EPD 14 (Gimson & Jones, 1977) )
554 7] /i /9 /i /9= U2 Kenyon & Knott(1953) &} Ladefoged (1993, 3™ ed., Table 4.1. ; 2001,
4" ed. Figure 2.2)9) 2471% /i /st /1 /2 ‘M2 B 25 M2 02 752 273 & £49 7158 &
A A 7IEE FFH AP dou F A 71E EHE F 4 BYd S e4AoE Adg oy
dolg} 22 5% Ao] AdAHA FHF xlo)E Bold oledt AJo)F 1S40 ojxHA WEAAZ 7HEE
A el BRTE & FHA71A £k Qo). i) EPD 14 (Gimson & Jones, 1977)¢] B&ga ¥7]/
/8 /i/e T R 71EE F5ET 0oy R WA 7)1Eed EA7F ok

(2) pool / w /3 pull /u/

pool /w /2 pull /u /% 18] beat /i /9 bit /1/9 22 HAbol| A AHo] 71 esch

(3) bait /e1/ boat /3u/ou/bout /an/ bite / a1/ boy / a1/
Table 1914 B4 Qlo] a7} AA S o]F 2 E&-S49 B7)9 BF Ux|shes 7 )AA41= gich
Kenyon & Knott(1953) = bait / e /& bait / ¢ /2} Zo] @R 02 sl Jovt o|lFF Loz Halsl= A

o] Kl 4% 7 9
DAk 5719 boat / 31/ ou /A AR ATdole] )RS A5 E A5 %/3& A2 75 gk E

114 & % 91%o] @i boat / o /2 A% Kenyon & Knott(1953) 2} / on /2 %2l EPD 148 A9jstins

25 boat / eu/ A 01FE ] AEE YRS (schwa) /¢ /2 /5T w NRE olFR LY AL ALY

EE715E ARSIt S49 Z]sstel] @at A WA 71EE ojh oz ARIAL ulstAl Pk about] / 5 /9
Zol= 25ms ©]1 pitchi= 98HzZ A2t sixpulr} 8148t) 0] F 8-S / 30 /9] 88 /3 /9] Aol &8 what
90~154ms ©]1 pitch™ 141~145HzF A1) 8~32ms A& & sp3sich welx] & 5o /45 /8 ojx2ng9)
6)J_°_oi 117]3].._ ﬁg gl‘x_?x—?o]_q_

EPD 1494 bait / e/ bout /au/ bite /a /boy /o /Z /ei//au/ Jai/ /i /= E7)15} 1
Wt ARA Z7)1E F WSS A ERIY) V)T BV B O oA ARIAS

4) butt /a/ & bird /3 /+:/

EPD14¢] E7|AAZ AQstiy 25 butteh bird® T8 /4 /9 /2 / « /F B715t2 9tk EPD144AE butt
2} birdE / bet /9 / bad /2 B18EIL 1o} ©R] o] zlolnk gli= Ao Hof Qth Tt /a /9 / 3/ [ E
£ T 5 9l 7150] Qe AR UE &4 ofth EPDI4dME AE HE SAE AR U8 7152 B8
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= 549 71Esle] e A WA J)ES nHsR] Zudith Fo9 d&AH UERE / 5 /& about®] EAOIU
America®] FAAAE F4A Sl T AMEEE 7] 5ol

(5) bod / vlla/%} bawd / o/

o] a2 B7)AE 3] AAIFA =LS(turned script a) /v /&= ¢ XE FHAIH E2 (open o) / o/ WAl ARESE 713
2 9F99 dgHoM &3] & = vk Ha & bawde} bodd] B2 Zolgk thE Ao] ofe}t £& npE
F A 7S she MR TE A ol22 /o /9 / v/ AY ANE OE 7|3 E AHEE o] S48 7153 dist
W A 7]Fel oA Yt 9ol E v = EPD149A bodg] Ba& /5 /2 E7)8kT e /n /2
1®7] sh= RAo| ulAEI) v]sgodME [ a /5 /e /2 sk Aol dxbHoelnt. 18y EPD16(2003) %
LPD(1991) oM & bod®} bot8l vl=de] B8 E o AEE / o: /2 7511 o GRS/ o /E B8}
Zdolg YeRlE 715 [: [& Bgo] ¥ =He &4 uet 383t @ B SAHAHOE AR Alo] iRt
3t bawdt} bought] v]5ge] W& EPD16(2003)XE / o: /2 ®71812 LPD(1991) M= / v: /2 #7138t

3 9le] Bekys Aelde o 3 Tk bawdy boughte] BS-& 459ole) vjm9ge] 2T/ o/ R U=
RG] X|Fo] glE Aoz shddr)

1

(6) bet /& /% bait /e /

EPD14# EPD163% LPDolIX = bet / e /$} bait / @ /) o] E718FL Q0] bet / e /oA HAe) %79} th=x)
O|ZRL /e /9] ANE /e /i TF B AN GRS /¢ /o nlste] 1A (high) & 44 (front) 0] Ajd oz
Ax 1A pitch) = Atk Wb /e /= A ES0l /e /e /e /Y THEESOE A @GR FHHY
A BE X7t MR TR S40)ER AR TR 7|57 B)sHs Aol &
=

[—

M

1. 9o} 25549 7133l digt 7|3 thed) gk

AR, AR OB St AR U 78R B)d

A, SHE T 247t TYT @AM sAH0E AEd o ol e 54 Apdo] duHA FRE 2o
£ wold o] APolE 1§49 oA WHEAEE ] & R

A
2]
A, Gof o|FEE 49 FAFI S A2 7% [ ] flol e 239 7I5R $lshy olFE&2] v

ol

9 (lax) & IaaeeAuD/a
ojolF R &2l _u_7] * el 3u/ou au alol ue ed
2. R3340 7158l gt 71Ee] o3 Joi BS540 WAAE thea At
1) 22 /i/inbeat, /1/bit, / ¢/ bet, / @/ bat, / a: / father, / plla/ bod, / »: / bawd, / u / put, / w / boot / a /
but, and / 5/ about / 3 1i3r / bird.
2) °|FE% /a /in bite, / an / bout, / o1 / boy, / 3ullou / boat, / e1 / bait, / esllear / air, / ualluar / poor, / islliar/
beer. #tolo] Bg-Fael 5719 7157} Qo Azxk= =l g Fah= njmdolE X3 sirt
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