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Median Cleft of the Upper Lip : A Case Report

Chang-Hun Jun+, Jong-Cheol Jeong, Min—Seok Song, Se-Hoon Choi, Hyeon-Min Kim
Dept of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Dental Clinic, Gachon Medical School, Gil. Medical Center

Median cleft of the upper lip is rare, and its embryological development remains unexplained
to date, Although the embryology of facial development is still not completely understood,
the mechanism of cleft formation seems to involve either failure of mesodermal migration or
inadequate consolidation of the median nasal process.

Millard divided median cleft into two groups: {1) agenesis of the fronto nasal process
associated with cerebral anomalies: (2} less severe clefts of the median element. Veau
described three types of median clefts involving the upper lip: (1} a notch confined to the
vermilion; (2} the cleft extends to involve the columella; (3) a defect caused by lack of
development of the whole median element.

The treatment of median cleft defects consists of approximation of the wound margin after
reconstruction of the obicularis oris muscle. Usually some variation of a straight line repair,
with modifications to lengthening the lip or columella, is satisfactory.

We report a rare case of median cleft of the upper lip with literature,
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