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Comparative Analysis of Tourism Competitiveness between Korean Metropolitan Cities
as Marine Tourist Destinations
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*xDept. of International Tourism Management, Silla University, Busan 617-736, Korea

Abstract :

Competitiveness to some countries or cities plays a important role as a determined factor in the

recent age of international globalization. In view of tourism studies, the potential to develop some regions
depends on its own abilities to use and maintain the economic advantages of cities in providing tourism
products and services. In spite of this importance of competitiveness, a few research has been done in Korea.

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to analyze the comparative competitiveness between coastal metropolitan cities
in Korea- Busan, Ulsan, and Incheon, to develop the tourism index and find out urban differences. As a result, the
findings of this study will contribute to implementing the promotion of tourism and the network between other cities and

attracting the domestic and international tourists.
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Table 1. Intermational tourist and scaled values in
2002 ( by the end of December in 2002)

Metropolitan Tourists national portion
o scaled value
Cities (person) (percent)
Busan 2,000,000 3846 3.846
Ulsan 120,000 2.31 0.231
Incheon 793,021 15.25 1525
country 5,200,000
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2TO%%1€ 2. Registered population and scaled value by

Metropolitan| population! . i scaled
. national portion
city (thousand) value
Busan 3,747 772 0.772
Ulsan 1,070 2.21 0.221
Incheon 2,596 535 0535
country 43518
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Table 3. Area and its scaled value by 2002
Metropolitan area national portion
city (unit : km? (percent) scaled value
Busan 762.92 0.77 0.)77
Ulsan 1,056.38 1.06 0.106
Incheon 936.45 0.99 0.099
country 99,585.20
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Table 4. Registered Number of Cars and scaled
value (1988.0172004.01. 196672003 )
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Metropoltan | registered |national portion scaled
City number (percent) value
Busan 958,396 6.4 0.654
Ulsan 361,099 2.47 0.247
Incheon 777,295 5.31 0.531
country 14,646,302
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Table 5. Number of travel agency and scaled value by April 2004
. portion of | scaled |[portion of{ scaled [portion of| scaled
type region | Total | Busan | Ulsan | Incheon Busan value Ulsan value Incheon value
International 4,316 328 3B 72 760 0.760 0.81 0.081 167 0.167
travel | domestic 3626 276 40 73 761 0.761 1.10 0.110 201 0.201
agency| general 715 33 4 6 462 0.462 0.56 0.066 0.84 0.084
total 8657 637 79 151 7.36 0.91 1.74
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"able 6. Number of Tourist hotel and scaled value by February 29, 2004

total
nurnber portion of { scaled | portion of | scaled | portion of | scaled !
division ) Busan | Ulsan |Incheon »
in the Busan value Ulsan value Incheon value
country
5 stars {number 44 5 2 2
:St room 17,883 2,311 49% 700 1292 1.292 277 0.277 391 0.-91
class
5 stars {number 65 4 1 3
204 ) voom | 11461 w8 17 744 0744 153| 0153 309|  0:09:
tourist class |
hotel Ist [number 193 13 4
class | room 15,169 1,162 766 0.766 1.49 0.149
2nd |number 128 15 2 4
class | room 6,678 767 146 146 11.49 1.149 2.19 0.219 2.19 0.219
3rd |number 74 15 1 6
class | room 3,199 634 3B 233 19.82 1.982 1.19 0.119 7.44 074
total 56,949 5,976 84l 1,706 10.49 150 3.00
Table 7. Number of cultural properties and scaled value by March 31, 2004
number rtion of | scaled | portion of | scaled rtion of | scaled
division in the | Busan Ulsan | Incheon | po po )
Busan | value Ulsan value | Incheon valt2
country
nation-level 2,821 31 14 55 110 0.110 050| 0.050 195 0195
designated| 1Y and 4038 111 55 107 275 0275 136| 013 265 065
province-level
cultural cultural ;
properties . 1,827 26 17 20 142 0142 093] 0.093 1.09f  0.109:
material
total 8,68 168 86 182 1.93 0.9 2.10
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