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ABSTRACT 
 

The effect of surface roughness on the contact fatigue was investigated in this study. To accomplish this goal, contact 
analysis based on the influence functions and the rectangular patch solutions was performed to obtain the subsurface stress. 
Mesoscopic multiaxial fatigue criterion is then applied to predict fatigue damage. Suitable counting method and damage rule 
were used to evaluate the fatigue life of random loading caused by rough surface. As a result of the analysis, relationship 
between the life and roughness as well as the crack initiation depth was revealed. Below the critical roughness, It is observed 
that the fatigue life has hardly changed and crack is initiated around the depth at which the maximum shear stress occurs. 
Different behavior, however, is observed in case that the roughness is above the critical value.  
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 (a) Contact of two bodies.   (b) Equivalent contact  
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Table 1 Material properties of SM45C 
f-1(MPa) t-1(MPa) E(GPa) ν  κ  λ  

442 311 213 0.29 62.3 0.53 
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 Fig. 2 Fatigue life and crack initiation depth  
of sinusoidal rough surface 

 

 Fig. 3 Life change at two diffenrent depths 
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�Fig. 5 Changes in wavelength 
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3.1 Sinusoidal �������� 
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����Fig. 2 Fatigue life and crack initiation depth  
of Gaussian random rough surface 
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