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BRIZKF REVIEW OGN PUBLIC
HEALTH NURBING
EDUCATION IN KOREA

The development of public health nur-
sing in this country is delaved due to such
actors as the pattern of delivery of me-
dical care which was strictly clinically
oriented, comprehensive family health ser-
vice was over-shadowed by the over-em-
phasis of control of special health problems,
and the changing pattern of basic nursing
education system without its standarciza
tion, etc. To find cut the present situation
of public health nursing education, the
related literature was reviewed for histo-
rical pattern of Jevelopment in preparing
graduate nurses to function as public health
nurse, and a curriculum survey on 4 col-
legiate and 9 diploma schools was done
for integrated public health nursing curri-
culum in basic nursing education.

The concept of public health nursing was
introduced in this country through 15-dav
public heaith nursing courses offered to
graduaie nurses which was the frst form
of training of pubiic health nurses in 1922
by missicnaries and this type of training
continuzed until before the World War IL
During period of administration of US Mi-
litarvy Governmeant irom 1945 to 184&, ths

public health nursing service was the res-
ponsibiiity of tie Section level under the
Affairs at the Ministry

Bigean of

This Burezu level of nursing

ration became downgraded to the
sectign level foliowing the government re-
organizetion upcn the establishment of
ROK in 1648, There now i8 a nursing

officer ar the ministry. Tha ebove changing

pattern revezis lack of nursing leadership

in administraticn throughout developmen-
tal stages.

The first public health nursing education
program Lo prepare graduate nurses to
function as cualified public health nurses
was initiated in 19534 which lasted for 3
vears at the Institute of Joong-ang Nursing
gponsored by the ROK Government. Until
the School of Public Health, SNU established.
the one-year public health nursing training
course leading to a certificate in 1967, there
have been several institutes such as the
National Joong-ang Health Center, National.
Institute of Health, responsible for training
of public health nurses through short term
courses. The Masters degree program for
public health nursing was initiated in 1969
which is a step forward after 16 years from.
the first public health nursing training and.
nearly a half century after the first public
health nursing concept was introduced in
this country.

The inclusion of public health nursing
into basic nursing curriculum was done in
1955 which appeared in Lee’s bock on
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING, but appearent-
ly it was included long before the availabil-
ity of the individual school records. The
present basic nursing curriculum reveals
masked improvement of this field in com-
paiison to the old one. The improvement
of public health nursing in hasic curriculum
appears to have been influenced by two
factors, namely, the existance of public
health nursing license system under the
medical law until 1952 revision, ard the
adaption of the national board examinarion
system for nursing license which rvequires
public health nursing, as one of seven
other subjects to be covered, since 1953,

According to the survey done on the
basic nursing curriculum, (9 diploma schools
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and 4 collegiate program in Korea, 1968)
the difference of public health nursing in
terms of hours, content and ohjectives of
the course between collegiate and diploma
programs was zlmost negligible. However,
schools with the religious background at
both levels appeared to be less conscious
about the need of public heakth nursing in
their basic nursing education as compared
with non-religious schools.

It is believed that the development of
public health nursing is closely related to
the degree of nursing standards in general.
Therefore the significantrole of
health

public

nursing education in upgrading

general nursing standard must be recog-

nized by the individual nurses and nurse

education concerned as well as authoritie

concerned. It is wrgently requested that

the direction of public health nursing edu-
cation may be determined at this poing, in
order to meset the demand and expectation
of public as well as professionals, through
review and reorganization of the present
public health nursing curricuium, revardless
of level of educational program, in terms
of its objectives, scope, content and method
of operation to improve the efectivencss
of public h

duate as

eaith nursing education In gra
wall as undergraduate level.
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