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A Study on the Trends of Industrial Location

—Some Problems of Questionnaire Making—

Summary:

The main purpose of the paper is to show
what problems occur in making the questionnaire
used to examine all conditions which have been
important in determining the plant location, and
to analyze from what causes they originate.

Such study is very instructive not only to
provide the reasonable and practicable regional
planning but also to define the relationships
between the theoretical and empirical study in
erms of the location problems. Some researchers
have selected the inquiry items of locational
conditions on the questionnaire regardless of
he theoretical framework, and occasionally the
results examined have been discrepant among
the researchers who deal with the same object
area. The reasons are follows;

(1) As the items of locational conditions are
remarkably diversified in the characteristics and
in their operations upon manufacturing industries
.or enterprises, it is impossible to classify or to
appraise them by means of the same standard.
Accordingly, so for as locational conditions
.are concerned, the questionnaire would involve
inconsiderable items in place of the most imp-
ortant of them without more consideration
about the conceptual framework.

(2) These inquiry items mainly put stress on
the physical and technological conditions related
to cost factors or cost reducing factors, whereas
they have almost disregard of revenue factors
or revenue increasing factors including the de-
mand, market, advertisement, fast delivery,
after service and so forth. Modern enterprises,
especially in the case of small scale management,

tend to be more accessible to market with the
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object of promoting the facilities of processing
and distribution, which mainly originate from
urban economy. In recent years, the importance
of market orientation is rapidly increasing even
if managsrial scale is large, and such theory
builders as Losch, Dzannison and Greenhut have
concentrated their attention upon what kinds

of the facilities occur in the market area.

(3) The importanc2 of the locational condit

ions defined by the questionnaire would be

different, even though the same answers are
gi\./en, according as how large area is dealt
with in the research and how the manufacturing
ndustries are classified in detail.

(4) The fundamental motives of examination
would be classified into such categories as (i)to
design and establish new plants, (ii)to improve
(iii) to
enlarge the managements scale, and (iv) to test
the hypothesis and build up a body of factul

knowledge regardless of a particular region and

and relocate already established plants,

enterprise. On the other hand, the answers of
managers to the inquiries would be dependent
upon such various circumstances as (i)to intend
to establish new plants, (ii) to review the past
managerial experiences and (iii) to have some
o xpectency of the managership in the future.
Finally, it is reasonable that ths various situa-
tions of answerers must bz classified into certain
categories eithzr in ths practice of examination,
gathering of the data, or the statistical disposal
as well as the motives of examination done.
(5) Each inquiry item of locational conditions
as physical and technological terms does not
signify always sams nature and has different

influences on the manufacturing industries or



-enterprises according to the level of technological

improvement. For these reasons, although the
locational conditions are defined in certain area,
they are not constant but temporal.

(6) In the study of plant location, especially
in the empirical study in terms of questionnaire,
terminologies have been most controversial
among the scholars. The two terms, locational
condition and location factor, seem to be emp-
loyed confusedly. In the view of location theory
the former means certain nature or state of the
area itself while the latter means the cost econ
omies originated from the forces or effects of
the conditions.  Though the latter originates
from the conditions of certain area, it does not
signify the condition itself even though the
items of them are terminologically same expres-
sions. For instances, the term of market acces-
sibility, one of the locational conditions, does
not only imply the demand factor but also to
the various factors including transportation,
labor and so on. It is obvious that as the demand
factor does not only play its role in the market,
so the industries located in consuming center

-are not always consumer-oriented.

Finally, the above problems mean the large
gaps between theory and practice, abstraction
and examination or pure location theory and
traditional economic geography, and they gen-
erally derive from superficial understanding of
the abstract theory in terms of the location. Any
attempt to explain the location of a particular
industry or the industrial geography of a
particular region and to solve regional economic
problems requires some knowledge of how the
locations arrived at in general. Geographers are
well aware of the conditions which influence
industrial locations, but they seem less certain
of precisely how these operate and how the
relative importance of particular causal factors
because

can be assessed in any specific case,

they have been traditionally concerned with
the description of the real world rather than

Both

geographers and planners more concerned with

with the derivation of abstract theory.
the examination of real world will only
achieve their goal by adapting or reforming
the economic location theory for their own

particular purpose.



