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A Methodological Comment
Place Theory

Summary:
This study aims at reviewing the previous
studies on central place theory and giving me-
thodological statements on that studies.It is half a
centrury long debatable theme whether the gene-
ralization of geographical study is possibe or not.

Although description of facts is a way of sci-
entific research, it is not specific to geographi-
cal research, but is only the first step on every
scientific research. Ecological view or landscape
view is also insufficient to generalize the facts
into theoretical framework. Under the inuflen-
ce of social physics and especially systems the-
ory, geography has experienced a critical trans-
formation of methodological framework in the
past decade.

The use of objective tools in research has
incresed the possibilities foi' the deductive ana-
lysis in the subject.

Equifinality in systems theory which indicates
same result in different causes gave the clue to
the world wide presence of regularities in spatial
systems and made possible generalized statesmen-
ts concerning the central place system.

Christaller who developed his central place

scheme as a “general purely deductive theory”
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after Weber’s “reine Theorie” laid the founda-.
tion of scientific geography.

By the use of testing of the factor analysis,
the hierarchy of central place was identified
rigidly by Berry, Barnum, and Tennant. When
a small homogeneous subregion is taken, or stu-
died at the elemental levels in factor analyis,
the existence of central place hierarchy is appa-
rent. On the other hand, continuous relation-
ships between variates are revealed at the analy-
sis of aggregate levels or in the study of a large.
area. Continuity and discreteness are the double-
faced characteristics of central place systems.

In spite of Losch’s variable-K, Christaller’s
fixed-K type hierarchy is revealed in United
States and the other countries.

Central place theory is the testimony of succ-
essful incorporating the empirical sstudies into.
theoretical framework.

The empirical study of central place schems.
in Korea should be studied not only to identify-
the presence of central place system but also to.
contribute for the construction of theoretical

framework.
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