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= Abstract=

A Basic Treatise of Korean Mother’s Concern for the Artificial Feeding

Soo Ja Byun
School of Nursing, Medicine College, Korea University

In this article, the writer attempted to study the followings:

(1) mother’s knowledge of milk feeding (including method of sterilization,

formula and feeding)

(2) reasons of artificial feeding

(3) how much mothers are concerned about their artificial feeding infants

(4) condition of growth and development of artificial feeding infants.

As the object of study, 95 mothers with artificial feeding infants, who had
consulted dep’t. of pediatrics of two Hospitals in Seoul (Korea Hospital and
Med. College Woo Suk Hospital, Korea Uni.) and well baby clinic of the two
Health Centers (Sung Dong and Dongdaemoon), were randomly sampled.

The data were treated by the statistic methed of chi-square and percentage,
anc come to the following conclusion.

1. Knowledge of milk feeding

Sterilization: 70 percentages of mothers know about the milk sterilization (inclu-
ding bottle, nipple and instrument), but 55 percentages of them do not know
the nipple sterilization correctly.

Formula: 69 percentages of mothers follow the indicator or in accordance with
doctor’s directions, but 31 percentages do at their option by reasons that the
baby often coughs up the milk, the baby is too small, the baby often has
digestive troubles, or the baby grow fleshy heavily etc, except family econo-
mic problems.

Feeding: only half of mothers know the correct feeding method, especially they
do not know how to determine the heat degree of milk and how to bubble up
the baby correctly. They just do feeding according to the accepted usages.

2. Reasons of artificial feeding

Of the reasons of artificial feeding, 18 percentages were caused by infants
and 82 percentages by mothers. Most of the reasons are mainly due to the lack
of breast milk and sufficient supply of nourishments rather than mother’s def-
iciency or mother’s abnormality.

3. Mother’s concern for artificial feeding infants
Mothers who are sharply concerned for their artificial feeding baby’s growth
and development: 63%, mothers who made the baby (artificial feeding infant)
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routine vaccinated: 81%, mothers who prepare the milk for baby themselves: 81%,
mothers who ear anxious about the baby’s future personality forming : 68%,
mothers who care about the baby’s condition of nourishment; 60%, mothers
who are anxious about the selection of baby’s food; 54%.

4. The growth and devclopment of artificial feeding infants compared with
Korean average infants.

The artificial feeding infants are above the Korean average infants in stature
by 1.21 centimeters and in weight by 0.3 kilograms.

Conclusion:

It has been said that there is no better food for infant than the breast milk.

However, the artificial feeding has been used for the supplement of nourish-
ments and as substitute food for the breast milk.

And this artificial feeding could give the married women the chance to act in
society and more opportunity to develop themselves and to work for others at
home and other fields.

Considering these advantages, artificial feeding should not be exclusive, but
preferably should be more improved and inquired positively.

And even in artificial feeding, what is most important is that mothers should
recognize the requirement and need of artificial feeding clearly and correctly,
and they should be accustomed to the correct knowledge and skills of artificial
feeding in order to practice it appropriately. In some degree, they should be
properly trained in school education process.




