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A Study of Rural Houses in Quelpart Island (Cheju Do)

Summary

Quelpart Island, lying some sixty miles off the
southwestern coast, is Korea’s largest island. It
is an elliptical-shaped land, some 718 square
miles in area. Quelpart was first brought to
the attention of the western world by Hendrick
Hamel, a dutch sailor, who was shipwrecked
upon its coast in 1653. The dutch name of
quelpart, which became accepted in modern
European literature.

An attempt has been made to study the
rural houses and their types in the context ot
the physical as well as cultural environments
of Quelpart Island. This paper is to describe
actual state of rural house in Quelpart Island,
and to classify the floor plans and arrangements
of buildings into some patterns.

Thatch is the universal roofing material for
all types of rural houses, with the exception of
the better houses and shrines, which are tiled.
Thatched roofs were bound with straw-ropes
in order to protect from the early autumn
typhoons and sea winds.
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The basic house plan is rectangular in shape,.
divided into two, three, and four sections.The
standard house plan type, dividing into three:
sections, is distributed most widely. House plan
elements are a kitchen, a wooden floor, a room,
and a store-room. The inside structure of
kitchen and wooden floor would be the elements
of the southern culture, which were transmitted
through sea route. The room with ondol
(heating equipment) and store-room with earth
floor would be the northern culture,which were
introduced from the Korean Peninsula.

The arrangements of buildings are of five
general types: (1)=-shaped, (2) L-shaped, (3)
U-shaped, (4) [)-shaped, and (5) —-shaped.
The standard type of arrangements is —-shaped
type, others would be the wvariations of=
-shaped type.

The lava rock

material for all type of dwellings and for the

is the universal building

walls, which protect from the winds and rains.

Stone fences are common.



