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A Study of the Landscape of Inchon at the Time of the Treaty Port.

Summary:

Inchon, presently the port for Seoul
foreign trade, was opened in 1883 as a result
of the Treaty Port between Korea and Japan
(1876), and began to develop as a major port
a number of studies concern

in

city. Recently,
ing its’ early development has been made, but
few of them deal with such problem as
geographical aspects. This study attempts to
put special emphasis on the reconstruction and
analysis of its settlement landscape and land
use at the turn of 20th century.

Various Kinds of documents and maps,
place-names, field works, and interviews with
the elders who have seen the changes of
landscapes are the major sources of info r-
mation for this study. Especially, reconstruc-
tion of the C.B.D. area (mainly early Conces-
sion areas) in order to interprete the townscape
and functional areas is based on the historical
periods, and ethnic) and cultural background.

Sung-Chang Po and Wha-Do Jin, Inchon of
today, was a small naval, commercial and
fishery haven in pre-Treaty Port

According to the Treaty Port between Korea

period.

and Japan, Sung-Chang Po was opened by

Korean government. Foreign Concessions
(Chinese, Japanese and Westerners) were set
up at the hillside of Jemulpo about 1km
from Sungchang-po port. But this port was
declined after the construction of Jemulpo
harbour (1885) by the foreigners.

At the dawn of modern age, a number of
former administrative towns of Korea declined

due to the urbanization and improvement of

Young June Choi

traffic facilities. Inchon is such an example. As
a result, Jemulpo was developed as a leading
commercial foreign trade and administrative
town instead of Kwan-Kyo Dong (former -
Inchon) which was the center for local
administration and transportation and the main
urbanized area. And Jemulpo was called by
the representative name, that is Inchon. Because
of these foreign settlements which lasted from
1883 to 1913, Inchon acquired many distinctive
characteristics such as follows;

1. At the initia] stage of the Treaty-Port,
Inchon had nothing to do with Seoul

development, but kept its’ own characteristics

in its
and independence as a colonial free port.Because
land transportation was still more primitive
than marine transportation before 1900, Inchon
was a leading foreign trade port in those days
with the advantage of marine and inland
navigation along the Han river. But its’ hinte-
rland had shrunken since the construction of the
Kyong-In, Kyong-Bu and Kyong-Eui railroads
and Inchon had become a gateway of Seoul.
2. Half of the inhabitants
and the breakdown of this number
follows; Japanese (80~85%), Chinese (10~15

were foreigners

s as

%), and Westerners (less than 1%) from
more than ten different countries. Therefore,
in addition to the native Korean population,

three other subcultures existed in Inchon

3. The building in the foreign settlements
were predominently Japanese, Western and
Chinese in style according to the concession

Korean

abodes

area, but most of the houses in the

settlement were small, straw-thatched



or mud huts except a few tile-rnofed houses.

4. Despite its’ master plan by the Govern-
ment, there was no distincivic center in the
concession area as each concession had been
constructed according to its’ own plan,

5. The greater part of the wurban district
was obtained by the land reclamation which
was utilized for railroad sites, harbour facilities
and other industrial areas,

6. Initial horticulture in Korea was initiated
by the Chinese with Koreans, Japanese or

Westerners in Inchon, the former cultivating

vegetables and the later growing fruits or
raising milk cows.

Although it was a focus of initial Westerni-
zation or modernization in Korea, the large
part of this subculture was gradually swept
away with the abolition of the concession syst-
em. Consequently, Inchon in those days was
little more than a cradle of hybrid culture and
as advanced base of colonization and the colonial
culture contributed particularily inno way to the

development of other Korean cities.
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