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Ahstract

A Study on the Nursing Activityin the

In-patient Unit

by Park, Kyung OK
Chonbuk Provincial College of Nursing

A study on the nursing activity was conducted
in the in-patient unit of Chonbuk Provincial 'I-Iospital
during the period from February 3 to 7 in 1975 for
five davs.' A work sampling method was employed
in this study by observing the momentary activities
of the nursing personnel every fifteen minutes for
five days excluding night nurses’ activities. Student
nurses were used as observers after the specified
training prior to the survey. Total fourteen members
.of nursing personmel engaged in the in-patient unit,
namely, a head nurse, a charge nurse, 4 staff nurses,
a nurse’s aid, and 7, student nurses participated in
this study. ,

Total 2,100 spot checkings were recorded during
the 525 hours of nursing activities. Following are
the findings of the study:

1. Activities of nursing personnel by position,
skill level, and area.

1) The head nurse and charge nurse devoted 65. 3
percent and 74. 37 percent for nursing function and
patient-centered area respectively while only 16.87
percent of their activities was devoted to managerial
function which was considered to be the most im-
portant function to these positions.

2) Stafl nurses-were found to engage the majority
of their a activities in the professional function as
78. 45 percent and 82. 81 percent of total activities
observed were in nursing and patient-centered ac-
tivities respectively. The proportion (62 percen_t) of
indirect and direct nursing care also exceeded all

other activities which were composed of managerial,

clerical, and domestic work.

3) Nurse's aid-The proportions of nurse’s aid's
activities observed were 53.12 percent and 28.75
percent [or messenger service and housekeeping while
77.5 percent of activities was observed tc be in the
unit-centered area for the facilitation of nursing
activities within the nursing unit.

4) Student nurses—It was found that the student
nurses engage 76. 22 percent and 81.32 percent of
their activities in nursing functions and in the patient-
centered area respectively Whlch were similar to the
ﬁuchngs of stafff nurses’ act1v1txes The area of direct
nursing care fupction of the student nurses, however,
was observed to be a higher proportion(30.1%) than
that of the staff nurses. The area of managerial
function was also found to be the similar trend as
the area of direct nursing care function although-the
difference in the actual proportion was very small

2. Analysis of total activities of nursing personnel
studied.

1) By area—The proportions of area in total nuréing
activities observed for 525 hours were: (D 75.09
percent of patient-centered,

@ 10. 29 percent of unit-centered, @ 10. 66 percent
of others, and @ 3.93 peréent of personnel-centered.

2) By nursing care function—The majority (9. 59
%) of nursing activities was observed of which 36. 7
percent of total activities was in the direct and
indirect nursing. In contrast, functions in the mana-
gerial and housekeeping, messenger service and cle-
rical work showed insignificant proportions.

The nursing activity study presented above will
have to be followed up after the certain period of
time in the future. The same procedure of the work
sampling method should be employed for the purpose
of comparative study which is highly recommended
for larger in-patient units of various hospitals in
Korea. )

The time and activity studies at larger scales are
especially recommended where nurse administrators
or hospital administrators desire to develop job
descriptions of various personnel for efficient utili-
zation of workers in accordance with potenual

capabilities and qualification.
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