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The purpose of this study is to identify dental needs and effective demands
to provide hasic information to formulate the dental manpower, and dental '
health delivery system in Korea.

Adopting a health interview survey and oral health examination survey the
dental need and the patterns of dental care utilization, and also the profession -
ally identified needs were measured.

These surveys were performed in August, 1977 for one week. The area surv-
eyed was one Eup (Kangwha-Eup) and three Myuns (Sunwon-Myun, Kilsang-M
yun and Naega-Myun) in Kangwha-Gun, Kyunggi-Do.

General characteristics of the inhabitants, the number of persons with percei-
ved dental needs within - one month, dental diseases, dental care, reasons for
evasion of dental care, perception of need, and dentist contacts is that areas
were obtained through home interview.

The results are summarized as follows:

1. The total rates of persons with perceived dental needs within one month .

was 10.6% out of 1,507 persons. '

9. With respect to types of diseases, the majority (81.1%) of inhabitants with
perceived dental needs had trouble with teeth, and the others had trouble
with gum or false teeth. 47.3% rated ‘the with symptom- severe, 33.1%
moderately severe, and 19.6% not severe. 44.39% of dental needs had access
to dental services, while the remainder had not. '

3. The closer the distance from their dwelling plcgeas to the place of dental
care, the higher the dental care utilization rate. 32.7% of dental need sought
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a dental care from clinic in Eup; 24.4%, a nonlicenced dental clinic; 12,29,
a health center dental clinic; and 11.5%, a drug store.

4. Dental cares received consisted of extraction, prosthesis, drug and operati-
ve treatment; An average cost of dental care was 7,456 per person.

5. Main reasons for evasion of dental care were: “Not severe,” then, econo-
mic reasons, very busy, absence of dental clinic near by, and fear of dental
care in order. ’

6. In case of no financial barriers having dental care, 51.4% of dental need
inhabitants wanted dental Care; operative treatment (37.5%), extraction(37.
5%), and prosthesis (11.8%), denture (5. 9%), and gum treatment (4.6%).

7. Of all those with dental problems, a small proportation (5.1%) had contac-
ted licenced dentist. The rate of visiting linceneds dentist were highly ass-
ociated with education level and standard of living.

8. The average number of caries teeth per person were 2.1; filling teeth were
0.2: and missing teeth were 3.2 pieces. Problems were geater as the age was

higher. 75.4% of the total inhabitants in the areas surveyed had periodontal
diseases, :
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