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1. INTRODUCTION ,

In order to emphas1ze the innovations needed in dental education in the Republic of
“Koréa, the writer shall briefly review the past and current condmons in the dental ’
field. - '

- The privately-run Kyungseong Dental School was started in 1922 by a Japanese
dentist in SeOul Until the end of the Second WOrld War, it was the only dental
institute in the country.

In those days, dental -educational technology was based mostly on Japanese and
German models. This was also the situation in the medical field. ‘

After the withdrawal of the Japanese dehtal faculty members in 1945, Korean dentists
ran the school in close cooperation with the American military government. American
ways of teachmg and thinking prevazled on the campus then.

Some textbooks, dental materials and equipments were provided by an American
dental advisor. If the Korean war had not broken out in 1950, the pace of developm—
ent of dental education in the country could have been stepped up mare readily.
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Late in 1967 a second dental school was established, the Kyunghi Dental College.
This was followed by the third one in 1968, the Yonsei Dental College.

Six years later in 1974 two more dental colleges were opened, the Kyungbuk Dental
College in Taegu c1ty and the Chosun Dental College in Kwangju city, thus. -increasing
the number of dental colleges to five.

The total number of freshmen students of the f1ve colleges . is 340 distributed as
follows. Seoul National University, College of Dentlstry (SNUD), 100 Kyunghi, 80;
Yonsei, 60; Kyutighuk; 40; Chosun; 60 The total number ‘of full-time - teachers is
90: SNUD, 53; Kyunghi, 12; Yonsei, 14; Kyungbuk, 2; Chosun,

_ The ratio of-dentists to the population this year is 2,838 to- 35 000, 000 or approx-
imately 1 to 12,300. ‘

2. CHANGES OR INNOVATIONS BEING INTRODUCED AND THE RATIONALE
BEHIND THEM

As the Writerkkmentioned earlier, the number of faculty members and students in de-
ntal schools has been increasing considerably: Despite the phenomenal growth in size
and function however, the essential features of dental education have remained largely
unchanged. , ) :

Change in the academic community particularly in the dental field is often painfully
slow, whereas social and eeonomic change is revolutionary.

The writet was lucky to be able to participate to the two week dental workshop

which was held in Sydney in February 1976. The workshop prompted him to initiate
the Seoul teacher retraining workshop which was held in December last year. Twen-
ty-eight professors from the five dental colleges participated in the workshop which
was the first national dental faculty member’s gathering in the country.
’ Everybody enjoyed the workshop as they became aware of the various educational
principles, techniques, skills and methods o? evaluation, etc. Because of the limited
size of the class, only 28 members had to be selected. The rest of the teaclaers have
been expecting another workshop to be held.

3. FACTORS WHICH HAVE INFLUENCED THE CHOICE OF STRATEGIES

The timing for promoting iﬁnovatioﬁs in the dental eduacation was good. The natio-
nal teacher training center (NTTC) in Seoul had already been active though its ope- ,
ration was largely limited to the medical field.

In order to_catch up with medlcal educat1on, the dental field had to introduce inn-
‘ovatmns
\ The year 1976 was at the helght of the ten-year academic plan of the Seoul National
University.

The international symposium on innovation in higher education was held in 1972.
Since then the Korean Ministry of Education and many universities have been anxious
to try innovations in Korean educational system.
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4. FACTORS WHICH HAVE FACILITATED PROGRESS
(1) Most of the deans and staff members were cooperative in holding a dental

workshop;

The Sydney dental workshop encouraged ‘the wrlter to be a ploneer in organizing-

thél workshop in Seoul;

(3) The president of Seoul Natlonal University, Dr. C.J. Yoon, fully encouraged and
supported the “holding of the workshop;

(4) NTTC and RTTC staff enthuSIastlcaHy cooperated in the workshop as if it was
their own workshop; '

(2)5

(5) The Korean Dental A53001at10n, the Seoul Dental Association and manufacturers.
extended financial support; ’ -

(6) The. academic dean of Seoul National University, College of Dentistry, Dr. M. K.
Kim, made every effort in the preparation to ensure success.

5 ‘FACTORS WHICH HAVE HINDERED PROGRESS '
4
(1) ‘Most' dental people in the beginning thought that the NTTC was only for me~
dical professionals; -

(2) Difficulties in finaneing;

(3) As anywhere else the traditional spirit of mdependence is strong among Korean
institutions so that cooperation in dental education becomes a basic problem;

(4) Difficulties in language;

(5) Lack of core members,
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