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== ABSTRACT—

A Study on Nursing Care

of the Chest Injury Patient

Park, lChoo\n ‘Ja

(School of Nursing, the National -Medicialcenter)

Chest injury is the most wurgent. and serjous one ‘because of vital organs such as
“heart, great-vessels and lungs are in the thoracic cavity.

S0 the nurses who have responsibility [or the care of the injured patient must be
informed of the general principles; of cars, of the risks and harzards Whlch may occur
.and anticipated complications,
of the injured, 166
Tospital records of patlents treated and cared at the National \IedlcaT Center Irom Jan-
‘uary 1972 to December, 1976 were sampled.

"In order to obtain relcvant data for the promotion of nursing cars

Data gathered from the medical, nursing and roentgenographic records were analyzed
Zin terms. epidemiologic \a_rl_ables, variables of injury, treatment and care.

The results are as follows;

1. The most common cause of chest injury was traffic accident (39.2%).

2. &5 (33.1%) bad penetrating injuries, 111 (66.9%) had non-penstrating injuries.

3. Chest 1nJurlc:. were most prevalen‘c in the age- group of teen :agers through the

* thirties (64.5%

4. The ratio of male and female was 3.8 to 1. ‘

5. Hemopneumothora‘{(Zg 5%, hemothorax (19. 3/) and pneumothorax(13. 9%) were
most frequent]y accompanies with the chest injuries.

6. The main medical regimen were directed tow ards the early and rapld re-expansion
of lungs affected; conservative treatment was the most common method (48.29),
closed t-horacotomy (22.3%), repetitive thoracentesis (19.3%) and open thoracotomy
(10. 2% _

7. Four (2 49) severely injuried died.

8. Nursing care were directed towards ‘prevention of shock (100.0%), maintaining
and promoting the physmal and emotional comfmt (97.6%) early detectionand care
of cardlorcsplratmy d1sturbance and relief of pain ’
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