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USSR Eequests Its (MEA Partners To Step Up Their Own Energy
Production

The USSR's State Planning Committee president N.K, Baibakove
made recent comments on CMEA's long-term program for the
development of nuclear power (see ECPE, Vol.2, No.lS, M), in
an interview for the economy-planning magazine !Planovoie
Khozyaistvo'. Mr. Baibakov declared that greater efforts must
be made to bring the average operating time of all (MEA's

- nuclear facilities up to 6700 hours per . annum.

Mr. Baibakov continues by referring to (MEA's energy develop-
ment program for fossil resources. In this respect, he states
not only that increasingly deeper wells must be drilled in the
USSR for o0il and natgral gas, but also that CMEA's othér members
must step up the pace in their quest for these fossil {uels,

by accelerating the prospecting and drilling operations on
their own continental shelves, The Soviet Union will negotiate
separately with each CMEA member state the amount of oill and
natural gas to be supplied on an annual basis,  (Planovoie
Khozyaistvo, Moscow, No.9/September 1978)

Not Everythihg Is Rosy At ' Atommash!

In a recent 'Izvestia' editorial, Rostov's district Party chief
1. Uchaiev leveled heavy criticism against some of !'Atommash's'
equipment suppliers, who are way behind their targeted deliveries

'Atommash' is a factory for heavy nuclear components, situated

in Volgodonsk (35). Also coming under verbal attack was
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Moscow's urban engineering institute 'Giprogor'. It is respon-
sible for the overall planning of Volgodonsk's recreational

and health facilities, which have been completely neglected in
some of the residential areas, Moreover, apartment construc-
tion is also lagging behind schedule, due to insufficient

concrete supply, both quantity-and quality-wise.

70 Billionth kWh From Novo-Voronezh Nuclear Plant

At the end of September this year, the Soviet Union's showcase
nuclear power,plant; the 1455 MW 'Novo-Voronezh' (14) facility,
produced its 70 billionth kWh of electricity since its first
210 MW block came on stream on September 20, 1964. Since that
time, a 365 MW and tow 440 MW units have been added to the
station. This year alone, its total electricity output should
pass the 10-billion-kWh mark, The fifth block, equipped with
a 1000 MW PWR of the VVER class, shall become commercially

operational before year's end.

The Novo-Voronezh station is also being used as a training
center for nuclear engineering specialists from CMEA nations.
These countries will be-and already are-using Soviet-built
nuclear stations employing 440 MW and 1000 MW reactor units
of the VVER class,

(Pravda, Moscow, September 22 and October 6, 1978)
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Production Landmarks At Armenia And Ukraine Nuclear Stations

Armenia's first nuclear unit, a 405 MW PWR block at Octemberyan
(36), generated its second billionth kWh of electricity on
September 27, 1978, It took only eight months and three days
to produce this amount (see ECPE, Vol.2, No.k, p.3). The
plant's second 405 MW block should come on-line before end-1980.

On the same day, unit No.l at Ukranine's first unclear station,
the 1000 MW facility at Chernobyl (16), produced its four
billionth kWWh since the beginning of the year. This 1000 MW
block is equipped with a light-water-cooled, graphite-moderated
reactor of the RBMK type. A second similar unit is slated for
startup before year-end. The plant's capacity, originally
planned to be 4000 MW by end-1982, will subsequently be expanded
to 12,000 MW, probably by the addition of 1500 MW RBMK blocks
(see ECPE, Vol.2, No.5, p.2). (Pravda Ukrainiy, Kiev, Septem-
ber 28, 1978; Sotsyalisticheskaya Industrya, Moscow, September
28, 1978; Pravda, Moscow, September 30, 1978)

USSR: Two New Nuclear,Power Plant Sites

Two brand-new nuclear power plant sites have been located on

a recent map of the most.important USSR power stations whose
construction is to be started during the preSent Five~Year-
Plan period (1976-1980). The sites of these tow nuclear plants
have never before been mentioned in any press report.' |

The first one is plotted near Volgodonsk (35) and bears the

same name, while the second is situated by the Volga River,
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in the Saratov area, and is called Privolzhskaya (37).
(Agitator, Moscow, No.18/September 1978).

1000 MWth HIGR For City District Heating

A USSR team of specialists is finalizing the project plants.
for a 1000 MWth high-temperature gas-cooled reactor (HTGR)
unit, which is specially tailored for district heating.

The team is from the 'L.V.Kurchatov' Institute for Nuclear
Energy and is led by Prof. A.Alexandrov, member of the All-
Union Academy of Sciences. According to the experts' calcu-
lations, such a unit could supply a city of 250,000 1nhab1t—
ants with the requlred ‘thermal power for all its heatlng, by
using only 15-16 tons of slightly enriched uranium annually,
In comparlson a conventional coal-fueled faclllty of the same
capaclty»would burn up 1,000,000 tons of coal annually, if
used for similar purposés.

(Pravda Ukrainiy, Kiev, September 20, 1978)

_Fish Breeding At'Kursk' Nuclear Plant

‘An experimental fish-breeding state farm is being set up near
the 1000 MW 'Kursk' (15) nuclear plant, in European Russia,

Its first task will be to breed trout, because it appeared that
these fish really thrive in the clean, c¢rystal-clear water
discharged from the nuclear station, More breeding areas for
other fish species will be added later to this famm, making it ~
the largest the largest'in the whole Kursk district. (Izvestia,
Moscow, September 28, 1978) ‘
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What Is Delaying Hungary's First Nuclear Plant?

Construction of Hungary's first nuclear power plant at Paks
(38) started five years ago, but its initial 440 MW PWR of

the Soviet-made VVER class will not be operational before
end-1980, According to the Hungarian newspaper 'Nepszabadsag!',
this delay of more than a year in bringing the first reactor
unit on;line is the direct cOnsequeﬁce,of a“chronic lack of
qualified mahpower on site, bad job planning, and the overall
negative attitude of workers towards their tasks., Moreover,
for waht of proper accommodation, it is almost impossible to

find people willing to work at Paks.

The government has therefore had to issue a decree, obliging
the country's seven foremost construction and engiﬁeering
firmms to regularly send groups of highly trained specialists
to Paks, to keep up a steady construction pace on site, The
newspapef adds that the Hungarian workers should follow the
example of their Polish colleagues also working at Paks, who
are much more disciplined and do not constantly bicker about
pay and working conditions.

(Nepszabadsag, Budapest, September 24, 1978)

Bucharest's 'I.M.G.B.' Builds Large Turbines And Nuclear
Components

Bucharest's heavy machinery works 'I.M.G.B.' are now producing

330 MW turbogenerators, the largest of this kind ever made

in the country. Nine units have already been finished, and
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the tenth is under construction. The factory is gearing up
for the production of 650 MW units, to be started before end-
1980, and 1000 MW turbogenerators are also planned to be built

there at a later date.

Meanwhile, new workshops are being constrticted to manufacture
nuclear power equipment., When. they come into production by
end-1980, the personnel of 'M.G.B.' will total over 10,000 |
people~-2000 more than are presently employed. (Actualites
Roumaines, Bucharest, Augué% 29, 1978)

The Chinese News Agency reports the construction of a control-
led thermonuclear fusion device of 70;cm radius in‘Hofei,
capital of Anhwei province. (Hsinhua News Agency, September
28, 1978)

Alastair Gillespie, Canada's minister for energy and mining .
resources, and Ross Campbell, chairman of Atomic Ehergy of
Canada‘Ltd., met Rumania's president and Party leader, Nicolae
Ceausescu, on October 3, 1978, in Bucharest., Their discussions
conducted "in an atmosphere of cordiality and mutual under-
standing", focused on "subjects of interest to both countries"
(see ECPE, Vol.2, No,9, p.7). (All major Rumanian newspapers
of October 4, 1978)

The 'Electrosila' works of Leningrad have begun to assemble
the first, 1000 MW four-pole generator specially designed for

use in nuclear power plants in the USSR and other CMEA
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countries. The generator shall be finalized during 1979 and

installed in a nuclear station located in the Furopean part

of the USSR.
(Novosti News Agency, Moscow, October 5, 1978)



