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The Problem of Relocation and New Location of
The Capital City of Korea

Summary

This paper ditcusses the relocation problem
of the capital city of Korea and the decision
making criteria in selecting the new location
of the capital.

As announced by the government, the idea
of relocation of the capital city was mainly
derived 1) from the problom related to the
growing over-population in Seoul, and 2) from
the security problem of the capital city that
comes from the locational situation, that is,
near the demarcation line. These two elements,
namely “population” and “security,” are
evaluated as the most important factors in
considering the relocation problem of our
capital city among many elements, But this
paper puts more significance in the population
factor.

Seoul has grown as one of the biggest cities
in the world, and will keep her fast growing
pace of population until the year of 2,000.
The changing aspects of the urbanization
trend and the primate urban system in Korea
encourage the growth. The Korean urbanization
is under the the accelerating stage in terms
of urbanization curve, and with respect to
the city-size distribution change, the Korean
city system keeps the primate urbanization,
It means that 1) under the accelerating stage
of urbanization, the number of people who
will be transferred to urban areas is expected

In Kim*

extraordinarily huge, and a great portion of
them will be shared by the already saturated
Seoul until the urbanization trend reaches the
end. 2) Under the situation of
urbanization the first rank city, Seoul, will

primate

expand its population growth more than any
other lower order cities in the nation’s urban
system. These two conditions will enforce the
pace of the population growth of Seoul till
the year of 2,000. At the moment, it is quite
reasonable and proper to consider the
relocation plan as an effort to prevent the
growing pace of Seoul and to solve many
problems occurred by the population explesion,

Meanwhile, in performing the plan of the
relocation of capital city, it is very important
to consider some basic criteria to guide the
decision making of where to locate the new
capital city. The purpose to relocate and to
build new capital city is not attempted to
show up a symbol of our national economic
growth, but it is rather attempted to solve
many pending problems accompanyed by the
exceptional growth of Seoul. Therefore, the
locale of the future capital city must be
carefully evaluated and decided in conjunction
with solving the practical problems related
to Seoul city and the nation as a whole: 1)
The locale should be a place that can
effectively cut down the population growth
rate of Seoul, and effectively redistribute
population and urban function to the outside

of the city and within the city as well. 2)
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The new locale should be able to support
Seoul citizens with safe feelings in security
even if the capital function and other related
matters are moved out of Seoul. 3) The
expenditure for constructing the new capital
must be saved as greatly as possible. For this

purpose
_existing medium sized city

it is economical to develop an
in stead of

building a new capital on vacant land. And

4) This counjry has started to enter into the
level of the advanced in dustrial society in
terms of economic development, Therefore it
is necessary to enlarge and develop the urban
based complex
industrial region of Seoul-Incheon axis. Hence
the new capital should be built on the kind
of locale that facilitates the expansion of
more nation-wide economic space.

industrial space as the



