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—A Study on Dalmatic of Early Christian Epoch—

In Sook Koo*

Abstract

1. In the late second century A.D. the dalmatic, which originated in Orient, came into fashion
in the Roman world.

2. It was first introduced as a vestment in public worship by Pope Sylvester 1 (314—335A.D.)
who ordered it to be worn by the deacons.

3. The dalmatic was cut like a tunic, but wider, and with wide short sleeves.
It was worn without belt, and was characteristically decorated by the clavus. Its shape, which
is the form of a cross, refer to the passion of Christ. It symbolizes joy, salvation and justice.

4. In early christian epoch, colors was found in the Bible.

5. Clavus running from the shoulders to the hem in front and back represented as “The servant
of God”, and symbolized thc Blood of Christ. With time, clavi change from simple stripes to

decorative ones.
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Rome, Cemetery of SS. Peter and Marcellinus.
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Fig. 5. Rome, new catacomb of the Via Latina
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