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An Analysis on Contents of Health-Concerned Editorials in Korean Neswspapers

Byoung Yik, Kim

School of Public Health, Seoul National University

The editorials of the leading newspapers may reflect as well as help formulate the
public opinions to a significant degree. Bearing this in mind, this study was carried out
to provide information useful in formulating such public health policies that could prac-
tically meet the social interests and demands in health appearing in the editorials of the
newspapers. This analysis covered the editorials of 5 leading newspapers such as Donga
Ilbo, Chungang Il'bo= Hankook Ilbo, Chosun Ilbo and Seoul Shinmoon for about 10 years
from Jan. Ist, 1970 through Oct. 31th, 1979.

The major findings are as follows:

1. The total number of health-concerned editorials in the five daily papers for the
period was 1,768 or occupied 6.49% of the total editorials of the same sources. The incr-
easing trend of frequnecy of the health-concerned editorials since 1976 indicates the inc-
rement of social interests and demands in health.

Analysin.g the contents, environmental pollution received the greatest attention in those
editorials, which was followed by medical affairs, environmental sanitation, and disease
control in order in terms of frequency of appearance. However, there was a tendency
that the interests in the environmental pollution, medical affairs and social welfare tended
to increase year by year, whereas those in environmental hygiene and disease control
comparatively decreased. _

2. Motives of dealing with the health-concerned editorials were provided by announc-.
ement of the governmental policies and implementation for 25.6% and by out-breaks of
the relevant events for 23.9%. This tendency coincides with the general characteristics
of the editorials that reflect the timely issues. Closely analysing, however, the fact that
the motives engendered by the out-breaks of the relevant events or by the season conc-
erned comparatively tended to decrease as years pass by, indicates that the editorials
tend more to seek the future-oriented demands in health rather than the current issue-
oriented.

3. The editorials appeared to be more concerned with the governmental policies. 95.7%
of all the editorials analysed were addressed to the government. This signifies the role
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of government in the field of public health and medical affairs. Their attitudes toward
health-related policies of the government were much more negative than the other edit-
This suggests that the

governmental interests in health were neither sufficient nor fair.

orials that were addressed to the government in other fields.

4. What the editorials most stressed were; (1) increment of governmental interests in
health, (2) improvement of the governmental health administration, (3) enriching the
basic statistics, and (4) development of various technologies pertinent to health affairs
and disease control, and so forth. However, must of their suggestions were not concrete
but rather abstract and conceptual.

The areas of the
needed research most suggested by items are; (1) development of effective health care

5. The editorials also expressed strong interests in research area.

delivery system, (2) establishment of more practical system of calculating medical cost,
(3) implementation of effective policies to control degenerative diseases, (4) division of
medical care services and pharmaceutical services systems, (5) effective ways to prevent
Co poisoning accidents, (6) changing status of environmental pollution and its effects
upon health, and (7) status of occupational diseases, and so forth.

6. There were some editorials -not small in quantity -that have risk to mislead the public
opinions as well as the health policies due to lack of professional knowledge of the wri-
ters. It is desirable to establish some kind of mechanism that screens the erroneous con-

tents of the editorials to help prevent misleading opinions.
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Table 1. Yearly Frequency of Health-Concerned Editorials by Newspaper
Donga Ilbo lChungang Ilbo| Hankuk Ilbo | Chosun Ilbo [Seoul Shinmoon Total
Year .
all health*‘ all health* all health¥ all Thealth®l all health¥ all health*®
1970 506 45 7.6/ 618 60 9.7 841 72 8.6 599 38 6.3 584 38 6.5 3,238 253 7.8
1971 594 24 4.0/ 573 24 4.2 58 23 3.9] 597 24 4.0/ 611 33 5.4/2,961 128 4.3
1972 604 58 9.6/ 591 43 7.3 603 40 6.6/ 559 35 6.3 554 16 2.9 2,911 192 6.6
1973 609 52 8.5/ 596 28 4.7 630 44 7.01 536 32 6.0 500 19 3.8 2,871 1756.1
1974 599 38 6.3 596 22 3.7| 494 20 4.0/ 348 17 4.9 355 10 2.8 2,392 107 4.5
1975 543 22 4.1 392 17 4.3 598 21 3.5, 460 30 6.5/ 58 31 5.3/ 2,579 121 4.7
1976 598 42 7.0/ 593 39 6.6 598 35 5.9 448 38 8.5 598 35 5.9/ 2,83 189 6.7
1977 578 46 8.0 583 50 8.5 563 38 6.7, 433 41 9.5 561 30 5.3[2,724 205 7.5
1978 600 44 7.3 577 51 8.8 560 42 7.5 459 41 8.9 583 42 7.2/2,799 2207.9
1979 498 49 9.8 501 31 6.2 494 37 7.5 417 30 7.2 481 31 6.4/2,391 178 7.4
Total | 5,819 420 7. 25 5,626 365 6.5 5,967 372 6.2/ 4,586 326 6.7 5,413 285 5.3/27,681 1,768 6.4

annual No. of health concerned editorials
annual No. of all editorials

* 95— x 100
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Table 10. Yearly frequency of Disease Control-Concerned Editorials by Classification of Categories

vo  howecommun Tuberc. Parsside  Degencrative Mental  others Toral
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %-
1970 43 17.0 1 0.4 1 0.4 — — 1 0.4 1 0.4 47 18.6-
1971 24 18.8 1 0.8 1 0.8 — — — — - — 26 20.3:
1972 4 7.3 2 1.0 1 0.5 - - 2 1.0 — — 19 9.9
1 97 3 11 6.3 1 0.6 — — — — — — 2 1.1 14 8.0-
1 97 4 12 11.2 1 0.9 — — — — - - 1 0.9 14 13.1
1 975 16 13.2 — — — — 1 0.8 2 1.7 — — 19 15.7°
1 976 8 4.2 — — - — —_ — — —_ — — 8 4.2
1 977 11 5.4 — — — — — — — — —_ — 11 5.4-
1 97 8 10 4.5 3 1.4 — — 2 0.9 — — 2 0.9 17 7.7
1 979 9 5.1 — — — — —_ — 1 0.6 —_ — 10 5.6~
Total 157 8.9 9 0.5 3 0.2 3 0.2 6 0.3 6 0.3 185 10.5-

o7 annual No. of category concerned editorials %100
“?~ Tannual No. of health concerred editorials
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“Table 11. Yearly frequency of Environmental Sanitation-Concerned Editorials

by Classification of

Categories .
Environmental  Briquet gas Food 3
Year hygiene intoxication Toy sanitation Total

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
1 970 18 7.1 6 2.4 5 2.0 27 10.7 56 22.1
1 971 1 8.0 2 1.6 —_ —_ 17 13.3 20 15.6
197 2 4 2.1 3 1.6 1 0.5 15 7.8 23 12.0
1 9 7 3 4 2.3 8 4.6 1 0.6 15 8.6 28 16.0
1 97 4 2 1.9 — — — — 16 15.0 18 16.8
1 975 2 1.7 3 2.5 1 0.8 6 5.0 12 9.9
1 97 6 — — 6 3.2 — — 19 10.1 25 13.2
1 977 4 2.0 10 4.9 - — 30 14.6 44 21,5
1 97 8 4 1.8 1.4 2 0.9 20 9.1 29 13.2
1979 1 0.6 1.7 — — 9 5.1 13 7.3
Total 40 2.3 44 2.5 10 0.6 174 9.8 268 15.2

annual No. of category concerned editorials

annual No. of health concerned editorials x100.

% ="x

Table 12. Yearly frequency of Environmental Pollution-concerned Editorials by Classification of Categories

In Air Water

Soil

Noise vi- Natural

Year general pollution  pollution pollution bration Sewage protection Total
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
1 970 30 11.9 14 5.5 2.8 5 2.0 — — — — 2.0 61 24.1
1971 27 21.1 4 3.1 2.3 1 0.8 1 0.8 1 0.8 3 2.3 40 31.3
1 97 2 27 14.1 4 2.1 . 4.2 4 2.1 — — 1 0.5 14 7.3 58 30.2
197 3 25 14.3 — — 12 6.9 9 5.1 — — - - 6 3.4 52 29.7
1 97 4 14 13.1 — — 6 5.6 5 4.7 — — 3 2.8 6.5 3B 32.7
1 975 12 9.9 4 33 12 9.9 -9 7.4 — — — — 2 17 39 32.2
1 976 22 11.6 20 10.6 13 6.9 3 1.6 2 L1 5 2.6 2.1 69 36.5
1977 31 -15.1 7 3.4 14 6.8 5 2.4 2 1.0 7 3.4 13 6.3 79 38.5
1 97 8 39 17.7 9 4.1 8 3.6 16 7.3 6 2.7 4 1.8 11 5.0 93 42.3
1 979 33 186 11 6.2 16 9.0 7 3.9 4 2.2 1 0.6 9 5.1 8l 45.5
total 260 14.7 73 4.1 99 5.6 64 3.6 15 0.8 22 1.2 74 4.2 607 34.3

annual No. of category concorned editorials

annual No. of health concerned editorials * 100.
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Table 13. Yearly frequency of Industrial Health-Concerned Editorials by Classification of Categories

Yeu Ingeneral  Qicupational  Indutrial - orkers comp e Total

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
1970 9 3.6 4 1.6 4 1.6 2 0.8 19 7.5
1971 — — 2 1.6 - - — — 2 1.6
1972 4 2.1 4 2.1 3 1.6 1 0.5 12 6.3
1973 4 2.3 2 11 5 2.9 1 0.6 12 6.9
1974 — — 4 3.7 2 L9 — - 5.6
19765 2 1.7 1 0.8 3 2.5 1 0.8 5.8
1976 — - - — 3 1.6 1 0.5 4 2.1
1977 4 2.0 3 15 3 L5 3 15 13 6.3
1978 3 14 2 0.9 2 0.9 2 0.9 9 4.1
1979 1 0.6 — — 6 3.4 —_ - 7 3.9
Total 27 1.5 22 1.2 31 1.8 11 0.6 91 5.1

%= annual No. of category concerned editorials
annual No. health concerned editorials

% 100.

Table 14. Yearly frequency of Demography-Concerned Editorials by Classification of Categories

Family Urban
Year In general planning population M.C.H. Total
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
1 970 3 1.2 1 0.4 3.2 2 0.8 14 5.5
1 971 — —_ — — 3 2.3 0.8 4 3.1
1972 3.1 5 2.6 10 5.2 — — 21 10.9
1 97 3 5 2.9 — — 4 2.3 3 1.7 12 6.9
197 4 10 9.3 3 2.8 2 1.9 - — 15 14.0
1 975 — — —_ — 11 9.1 1 0.8 12 9.9
1 97 6 11 5.8 5 2.6 10 5.3 4 2.1 30 15.9
1 977 — — — — 6 2.9 1 0.5 7 3.4
1 97 8 3 1.4 —_ — . 3.6 — — 11 5.0
1 97 9 0.6 —_ — 3 1.7 3 1.7 7 3.9
Total 39 2.2 14 0.8 65 3.7 15 0.8 133 7.5

annual No. of category concerned editorials

annual No. of health concerned editorials * 100,

%=




Table 15. Yearly frequency of Social Welfare-Concerned Editorials by Classification of Categories

Social

Gerlatric Handicapped

Year In general insurance welfare children Total
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

1 970 — — 2 0.8 1 0.4 1 0.4 4 1.6
197 1 — — — — — — — — — —
1973 4 2.1 — — 4 2.1 2 1.0 10 5.2
197 3 6 3.4 12 6.9 1 0.6 3 1.7 22 12.6
1 97 4 1 0.9 1 0.9 1 0.9 2 1.9 5 4.7
1 97 5 — — — — — - 4 3.3 4 3.3
1 976 — — — — 3 1.6 2 1.1 5 2.6
1977 2 1.0 — — 2 1.0 1 0.5 5 2.4
1 97 8 — - — — 7 3.2 8 3.6 15 6.8
1 97 9 — — 4 2.2 3 1.7 13 7.3 20 11.2
Total 13 19 1.1 22 1.2 36 2.0 90 5.1
o, _annual No. of category concerned editorials 100
%= annual No. of health concerned editorials
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