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—ABSTRACT—

A STUDY ON SMOKING STATUS
OF SENIOR HIGHSCHOOL STUDENTS IN KOREA

Kyung-Im Chung
Armed Forces Nursing School

The purpose of this study is to analyze the smoking status of highschool students in Taegu-.
area so as to provide some imformations to establish a desirable way of health education and.
guidance for student smokers. For this purpose a total of 356 male highschool students in
Taegu City were questionaired from the date of 19th to 3lst of March, 1979. The results are
summarized into 13 items as follows:

1. Number of smoking students:

91 (25.6%) out of 356 students
2. The school-age in which to begin smking:
65.9% ‘not until senior highschool’
28.6% ‘during junior highschool’
5.5% ‘before junior highsohool’
3. The first smoking mates:
60.4% ‘with friends’
31.9% ‘alone’
5.5% ‘with senior’
4. Smoking time;
31.6% after school at a certain place other than home
21.6% lunchtime at schooi
16. 4% before going to school
5. Feelings after smoking:
61.5% ‘very good’
29.7% ‘nothing particular’
2,2% ,bad’
6. Parents, awareness of their smoking:
39.6% ‘neither aware’
26.4% ‘mother only’
1.1% ‘Father only’
31.8% ‘Both aware’
7. Relation between smoking and schoolwork performance:

VA = -



“The more the worse’
(36.7%._1in below-average group
14.29% in superior group)

8, Relation between smoking and pocket-money:
{(Number of students spending more than 5,000% in a month}
51.6% among smoking group '
25.7% among non-51nokers

9. Opinions on harms from smoking:

80.2% ‘very harmful”
17.6% ‘neither good nor bad’
2.29% ‘good for health’

10. Opinions on the smoking of students or yough fémale:-
57.19 ‘against’ ‘
356.29 “for’ the student smoking
83.5% ‘against’

3.3% ‘for’ the young famale smokers
11. Future determinations on smoking:
62.6% ‘will continue’
37.4% “will quit’
12, Reasons for stopping:
52.9% ‘bad for study
26.5% ‘bad for health’
8.8% ‘unable to afford’
13. Reasons for continuing:
28.1% ‘for social need’
24,59 ‘for emotional effect’
19.3% ‘from habituation’

As the results indicate, smoking is prevalent among highschool students without their having:
any notion of the harms which may arise when they smoke while quite young. The communi-~
ty, therefore, should take great care in providiag them with a more appropriate condition for
their guidance. Not only teacher but also parents should endeavor to lead them to a better
school life, and to help their health with more thorough knowlege on healﬁh, especially on
smoking habits. '
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