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Abstract

Effects of Stimulus Incongruity on the Galvanic Skin
Response of Children and Adults.

Sung, Sook Ja

Despite evidence from adults that stimulus incongruity increased arousal level, therehave
been no published reports demonstrating this relationship with children. Therefore, the
present study was done to 1) investigate the relationship between the introduction of stim-
ulus incongruity and children’s arousal level, using the GSR as an index of arousal; 2)
determine whether age difference among subiects would affect the magnitude of the effect
of incongruity on GSR ;and 3) determine the feasility of using the GSR with young chil-
dren, particularly when manipulating a variable considered to involve only modest increase
in arousal.

The results were: 1) The incongrous outcome of two brief stories increased the arousal
level of the subjects in the present study 2) The effect was related primarily in the GSR
arousal scores of adult subjects. The smaller or nonexistant reactions to incongruity by
the children represent essentially new results, as little or previous research exists involv-
ing the arousal level of young children to visual or auditorily presented stimuli.

Sveral possibilities regarding the failure of the incongruity to generate arousal in the
young children were considered. Methodolog both in using GSR as an index of ar—

ousal level and in developing visual or audio stimuli involving incongruity was discussed.



