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Nature and Background of the County Geographies
(Eupji) Published in the 16th and 17th Centuries

Summary

In this study, a careful investigation was
made into the background, distribution,
nature and style of county geographies(&3E
of nongovernmental issues published in the
16th and 17th centuries.

Every publication was a result of the Con-
fucianists’ reform idea to overcome the social
turbulence before and after the War of Ja-
panese Invasion in 1592 and to the fact that
Donggookyeojiseungram (5 E ¥ 5%), the so-
called integration of the prevalent geography
in the early Yi-Dynasty couldn’t be synthe-
sized.

Yi-whang's disciples(g§ A) were the princi-
pal participants in the publication of a county
geography in Kyongsang province and other
southern areas of the peninsula, and another
Confucianist school(###g A) in Whanghae
and Pyoungan provinces was led by Yoon Doo

Bo Kyung Yang*

Soo.

During the age of King Sejong, geographies
emphasized economic, military and administ-
rative aspects while humanistic aspects like
customs, and the arts drew emphasis in the
era of King Seongjong as illustrated by Dong-
gookyeojiseungram. Later the above-mentioned
characteristics were integrated in the county
geographies of the 16th and 17th centuries.
A closer examination indicates they may be
categorized into four distinctive types featu-
ring:

1) The reconstruction of impoverished vil-
lage communities from the standpoint of the
unique historical geography of each county.

2) The promotion of the status of the Con-
fucianists as local rulers.

3) An emphasis on military affairs and de-
fenses.

4) The study of Human Nature(#:32) as
a means of regulating the village community.

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, No.27, pp.51-71, 1983.
* Instructor, College of Social Sciences, Seoul National University.



