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A study on the Types of Utilization and Administration’
of Common Forests in Korea’
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ABSTRACT

Ever since the day of pre-modernized society where the farming skill had been in the stagnant condition, the
common farmwoodlands have been utilized in common (collectivelly) by villagers in order to harvest farmwood-
lands and fuelwoods. Later, during the process of modernization, most of the common farmwoodlands were
transferred into national or public forests by the administrative enforcement, but there were still various tyres
of village (common) forests such as the common forests cwned by joint owners, village block associations,
village forest productive societies, Village Forestry Association(V.F.A.), and the national or public forests lcaszd
to V F.A. As Village Forestry Association is organized with a few villages, each of common forests owned to the
villages is obliged to be diversely controlled by other managers than the chief of V.F.A. Therefore, it is to be
desired that the control of common forests should be under Gun Forestry Association Union, While the rate

of the use of common forests for fuelwoods and cemetery has been considerably high, villagers wish to promote
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the timber forest establishment through the collective management by their improved farming skills and econo-

mical situations. In these present circumstances the village forest productive societies should be guided to work

in closer cooperation with Gun Forestry Association Union. Since the management of common forests is still

extensive, it still remains in the semi-management condition under which we can not find any management plan

or measure to contro] forest damage. Especially the small area common forests should have appropriate size for

the joint management. This will promote the forest productivity through the lease for reforestation of dispos-

able national forests or public county forests and the contracts for profit sharing. Today owing to increasing

forest value, frequent dispute has occurred on the common right telated to the village forests and rationalization

of forest managemnt has been disregarded. 1f a necessary measure were taken to control the dispute such as

transferring the registeration right of ownership to the village forest productive society, the confidence of local

inhabitants can be regained and the productivity of forests can be naturally increased.

Key words: common forest; utilization; administration; type.
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Table 1. Ownership types of the common forests, (Unit : number)

D . ¢ Acquisition Taking over
Registered ownership vi?;::;;:g ° Purchase of national traditional Unknown Total
forests village forests

Joint ownership 35 5 25 18 a1
(single village) N
Joint ownership 3 4 7
(several villages) N
Village block 9 7 9 4 4 19
association
Village Forestry 12 12
Association
National & public
forests leased to 12
V.F.A.

Total 2 42 20 33 22 131
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Table 2. Managers of the common forests.

(Unit : %)
Registered Head of Head of Head of village!i22d of village
N i V.F.A. forest society fraternity ciub

ownership village F.A. fo Y (Pae Dong Gye)
Joint ownership .
(single village) do 38 16 10
Joint ownership
(several villages) 2 n
Village block 47 1 16 2%
association

V.F. A 100
National & public
forests leased to 100

V.F A,

Average 33 37 18 11
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Table 3. Utilization types of the common forests.

R (Unit : %)
Registered Fuelwood & Timber
ownership Cemetery grazing Clearing forest
Joint ownership
(single village) 18 2 5 7
Joint ownershio
(several villages) 18 18 9 85
Village block
assaciation 1 55 10 2
V.F.A 25 75
National & public
forests leased to 25 17 58
V.F. A
Average 16 30 5 49
Under 30ha 18 30 6 46
Ovrershio 30 -jo0ma 20 24 9 a7
_ Over 100ha 10 28 62

61 %%.

Table 4. Management objectives of the cc;n)mgp_forests.
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{Unit : %)

Fuelwood & Village

Conservation Village

Registered ownership Cemetery grazing  property ;)ifvé’;);‘ests & iiatcersiﬁmal Disapproval
 Joimtownershio g g g 15 3
(single village)
]Oilvlt owngrship 14 43 90
(several villages)
Village block 15 25 35 20 5
association
V.F. A, 42 50 8
National & public
forests leased to 17 22 39 17 5
V.F. A.
Average 15 19 42 18 2 4
. Under 30ha. 15 20 34 21 5 5
Ownership 35 _ 100 ha. 15 17 43 19 4 2
scale

Over 100ha. 14 18

39 18 11
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Table 5. Labor supply system of the common

forests,
(Unit : %)
. . Collectively  Dividing
Registered ownership drafted labor products None
Joint ownership
(single village) 8 5 10
Joint ownership
(several villages) 86 14
Village block
associatior 2 3
V.F. A 100
National & public
forests leased to 100
V. F. A
Average 85 4 11
ow Under 30ha. 77 3 20
nership _
scale 30 — 100 ha. 83 3 14
Over 100ha. 100

Table 6. Profit sharing of the common forests,

(Unit : %)
Reserving age
Registered ownership Vi for village : None
division property paying
Joint ownership
(single village) 16 74 5 5
Joint ownership
(several villages) 86 14
Village block
association 5 “ 2
V.F. A. 17 15 8
National & public
forests leased to 75 25
V.F. A,
Average 17 70 3 10
Under 30ha. 18 67 3 12
Ownership 35 100ha. 11 72 6 n
scale
Over 100ha, 23 68 9
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Table 7. Protection system of the common forests.

(Unit = %)

T . Full time  Patrol by . ..
Registered ownership forest guard turns Unguarded
Joint ownership
(single village) 5 20 75
Joint ownership
(several villages) 14 86
Village block
association & 35 58

V.F. A. 33 50 17
National & public
forests leased to 8 42 50
V.F. A,
Average 9 26 65

Ownershi Under 30ha. 5 22 73

e 30— 100ha, 6 22 72
Over 100ha, 18 23 59
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Table 8. Operation schedule of the common

forests.
(Unit : %)
Registered ownership Sale Extension No — Insure
schedule substantiality
it 13 26 60 {
{omveral witages) 57 Moo
sssctaton* noooW 6
V.F. A 17 17 66
National & publx
forests leased to 27 55 1B
V.F. A
Average 14 24 60 2
~ Under 30ha. 20 25 55
Owrership 56 - 100ha. s 25 63 3
{wer 100ha. 24 19 52 5

61 4%,
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Tsble 9. Common right acquisition of new inhabitants, (Unit : %)
Registered ownerstin " oqoa O SUERY OO0 Aoy owership  reservation
J(o_int own:ership 7 20" 23 1 49
simple village)
o g Y !
assemation. 1 26 2 42
V. F. A, 25 17 58
National & public
forests leased to 25 8 67
V.F. A,
Average 11 20 19 2 48
Under 30ha. 3 18 17 2 55
Ownership 55 100 ha. 8 29 20 43
scale
. Over 100ha. 28  ® 4 H
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7 BREMERERA. 1965 BREEE. R
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301 pp.
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