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— Abstract —

Clinical Evaluation of the Mediastinal Tumors
(26 Cases Report)

CJ. Kim, M.D.*, S.W. Yoo, M.D.*, H.H. Choi, M.D.*, }.S. Chang, M.D.*

Mediastinal tumors which are originated in mediastinum or probably metastsized from other organs have

long fascinated the surgeon because of difficulty of diagnosis and treatment.

This report is the analysis of the 26 cases of mediastinal tumors, experienced in the Department of the

Thoracic and Cardiovascular Suregery, Chosun University Hospital from January 1978 to January 1985.
The result are as follows;

1. The age distribution was 10 months to 68 years old and the average mean age was 34.7 years old.

2. Subjective symptom were as follows: Dyspnea (69.2%), Coughing (42.3%), Chest pain (30.8%), Back pain
(15.4%) and Numbness of extremites (15.4%).

Obijective sign were as follows: Decreased breathing sound (53.3%), Pleural effusion and hemothorax (34.6%),

Palpable neck mass (34.6%), SVC Syndrome (19.4%) and Bloody sputum (15.4%).

But, there were no definitive symptoms in 2 cases.

3. The malignant tumors were 19 cases (73.1%).

4, The germ cell tumors were 2 cases (7.7%), the neurologic tumor were 3 cases {11.5%), lymphoma were
8 cases (30.8%), thymoma were 2 cases (7.7%), mesenchymal tumor was 1 case (3.8%), cyst was 1 case
(3.8%) and carcinoma were 5 cases (19.2%) among the 23 cases, histologically analysised.

5. The successful complete removal was done in 5 cases among 7 cases of benign tumors. In malignant
cases, the surgical removal had been 7 cases and inoperable cases were treated to radiation and
chemotheraphy.
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Table 1. Age and Sex Distribution.

Age Male Female Total %

0—~ 9 1 2 3 11.54
10—-19 3 2 5 19.23
20—29 2 1 3 11.54
30-39 3 3 11.54
40—49 3 4 7 26.92
50—59 1 1 2 7.69
60—69 2 1 3 11.54
Total 15(58%) 11(42%) 26 100.00
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Table 2. Symptoms.

Symptom No. of cases %
Dyspnea 18 69.2
Coughing 11 42.3
Chest pain 8 30.8
Back pain 4 15.4
Numbness of extremites 4 15.4
Chest discomfort 3 11.5
General malaise 2 7.7
Shoulder pain 2 7.7
Headache 2 7.7
Fever 2 7.7
Dysphagia 1 3.8
No symptom 2 7.7
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Table 3. Signs

Sing No. of cases %o
Decreased breathing sound 14 53.8
Pleural effusion or

hemothorax 9 34.6
Palpable neck mass 9 34.6
SVC syndrome 5 19.2
Bloody sputum 4 15.4
Arrhythmia 2 7.7
Hoarsness 2 7.9
Hepatomegary 2 7.7
Weight loss 2 7.7
Other 1 3.8

Table 4. Duration of Symptoms

Duration No. of cases %
Within-10 days 1 3.8
11 days 4 weeks 5 19.2

8 weeks 6 23.1
6 weeks 8 30.8
1 weeks 3 11.5
2 weeks 1 3.8
5 weeka 2 7.7
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Table 5. Location of Tumors

Table 6. Pathologic Classification of Tumors

Site No. of cases %
Anterior 5 19.2
Anterosuperior 2 7.7
Superior 6 23.1
Middle 7 26.9
Posterior 6 231
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Germ Cell Tumor

Benign
Mature Teratoma 2 Ant, Post
Neurogenic Tumor
Nerve Sheath Origin
Neurofibroma 2 Post, Post
SNS* Neoplasm
Ganglioneuroma 1 Mid
Lymphoma
Hodgkin's Disease 2 Mid, Post
Reticular Cell Sarcoma 1 Sup .
Lymphoblastoma 5 Mid, Mid, Mid
Post, Sup,
Ant—Sup
Undiffentiated 1 Mid
Thymoma
Benign 1 Ant
Malignant 1 Ant
Mesenchymal Tumor
Lipoma ] 1 Sup
Crvst
Bronchogenic Cyst 1 Sup
Carcinoma (Primary or 5 Ant, Sup, Sup
Secondary) Ant—Sup. Mid,
Unclassified 3 Ant, Mid, Post

~}
~

-1

~1

3.8

3.8
3.8

3.8

3.8
19.2

11.5

SNS*™: Symphathetic Nerve System.

Table 7. Treatment of Tumors

The method of treatment

No. of cases

Benign
Removal
Complete
Incomplete
Malignant
Removal(total) + Chemotheraphy
or Irradiation
Removal(partial) + Chemotheraphy
and, or Irradiation
Irradiation
Chemotheraphy
Palliative treatment

WO

No treatment
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