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Clinical Study of the Mediastinal Tumors
— 183 Case Reports —

HK. Kim.*, CK. Lee.®, D.Y. Lee.*, MS. Kang.*, BX. Cho.*, S.N. Hong.*, P.W. Hong.*

This report is an analysis of 183 cases of mediastinal tumors which were experienced in the Department

of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, Yonsei Medical Center from January 1960 to June 1985.

In this series, teratoma and neurogenic tumors were found to be the most frequent tumors (24.0%)

histopathologically.

Male to female sex distribution was 1.2 to 1 with the male predominant.

The main clinical symptom was dyspnea, and there was no definitive symptom in 10.9% of all cases.
In operating, all of the benign tumors were removed.

The most frequent complication was wound infection. (13.7%).
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Table 1. Histological Diagnosts of Mediastinal Tumors
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and Cysts Table 2. Sex Distribution

Tvpe Number Percent Type Male Female
Neurogenic Tumor 44 24.0 Neurogenic Tumor 21 23
Teratodermoid Tumor 44 24.0 Teratodermoid Tumor 19 25
Lymphoma 25 13.7 Lymphoma 18 7
Thymoma 22 12.1 Thymoma 10 12
Primary Carcinoma : 14 7.7 Primary Carcinoma 10 4
Cyst 8 4.4 Cyst 6 2
Mesenchymal Tumor 7 3.8 Mesenchymal Tumor 7 0
Germ Cell Tumor 2 1.1 Germ Cell Tumor 2 0
Endocrine Tumor 2 1.1 Endocrine Tumor 0 2
Others 15 8.1 Others 7 8

Total 183 100.0 Total 100 83

Table 3. Age Distribution

Type 0—-9 10—-19 20—29 30—-39 40-—-49 50—
Neurogenic Tumor 10 5 4 9 6 8
Teratodermoid Tumor 7 11 8 11 5 2
Lymphoma 1 9 4 4 1 6
Thymoma - 1 5 3 6 7
Primary Carcinoma — - 2 1 3 8
Cyst 1 2 1 3 1 -
Mesenchymal Tumor - 2 1 1 2 -
Germ Cell Tumor - — 1 -~ 1 -
Endocrine Tumor - - - - 2 -
Others 2 4 2 1 1 5

Total 21 34 28 34 28 37
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Table 4. Site of Tumors

Type Anterior Posterior Superior Middle
Neurogenic Tumor 4 35 3 -
Teratodermoid 29 3 4 8

Tumor

1 vymphoma 15 - 1 3
Thymoma 24 - 1 -
Primary Carcinoma 5 1 4 4
Cyst 1 1 5 1
Mesenchymal Tunmor 4 1 1 1
Germ Cell Tumor 2 - — -
Endocrine Tumor - - 2 -
Others 11 2 1 ]

Total 95 43 27 18

Table 5. Chnical Manifestation

Symptoms Numbers
Dyspnea 68(37.2%)
Chest Discomfort 52(28.4%)
Cough 30(16.4%)
Chest Pain 19(10.4%)
Palpable Neck Mass 17( 9.2%)
Fever 12( 6.6%)
Dyvsphagia 9 4.9%)
Ptosis 7( 3.8%)
Facial Edema a0 2.7%)
Others 37(20.2%)
Asymptomatic 20(10.9%)
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Table 6. Asymptomatic Patient

Type Total Asymptomatic
Neurogeni¢ Tumor 44 9(20.5%)
Teratodermoid Tumor 44 4( 9.0%)
Lymphoma 25 O 0.0%)
Thymoma 22 3(13.6%)
Others 43 4( 9.3%)
Total 183 20(10.9%)

Table 7. Mediastinal Tumor

Type Benign Malignant
Neurogenic Tumor ' 33 11
Teratodermoid Tumor 35 9
Lymphoma 0 25
Thymoma 17 5
Primary Carcinoma 0 14
Cyst 8 0
Mesenchymal Tumor 7 0
Germ Cell Tumor 0 2
Endocrine Tumor 2 0
Othres 15 0

Total 117 66

Table 8. Treatment of Mediastimal Tumor

Type CR PR RT (T
Neurogenic Tumor 6 5 4 1
Teratodermoid Tumor 1 8 - —
Lymphoma 2 12 7 11
Thymoma 2 3 - -
Primary Carcinoma 2 7 5 2

Total 13 35 16 13

Legend: CR : Complete resection
PR : Partial resection

RT : Radiotherapy
CT : Chemotherapy
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Table 9. Post op. Complication
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‘Tab]e 11. Incidence of Prominant Medinal Tumor and Cyst of Various Series in Korea
Type YUMC(1985) PARK(1983) YT (1983) KIN(1979) CHO(1977) Total
Teratoma 44 42 22 2 7 117
Neurogenic Tumor 44 27 19 6 5 101
Thymoma 22 23 16 — 6 67
Lymphoma 25 13 8 5 - 51
Cyst 16 4 6 1 35
Others 40 9 42 6 2 99
Total 183 130 101 25 21 460
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