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The auther investigated the history of oyster culture in Korea through examining old books and
reports dealing with the fishery.

Oysters have been produced in the all coastal areas in Korea, especially the center areas of production
were the Hwangupo (Hamkyongbuk-do), Younghungman (Hamkyongnam-do), the estuary of Nakdong-
gang (Kyongsangnam-do), Kwangyangman, Haechangman, the estuary of Yongsangang (Chollanam-do),
Yonghoto (Hwanghae-do) and the estuary of Uprockgang, where the large size oyster (more than 40cm
in shell height) inhabited in form of groups. It was called by nine different names in the old times,
Gul, Seukhwa and Moryeo were the most common mnames. The oyster was used as 46 kinds of me-
dicinal stuff. The habitat forms of natural oyster can be distinguished to two types; one is that oyster
is exposed to the air during the period of low tide (A-type), another is that oyster is not (B-type).
The first oyster culture by the old books in Korea was started about 530 years ago as the bottom cul-
ture method derived from the A-type of oyster. After long years, the hanging culture method might
have been started from the hint of the habitat form of B-type.

The oyster culture in Korea developed based on the habitat forms of natural oyster at the biginning
of 1800s. After World War ], the Korean government strongly recommded the laver farmers to
culture oyster as relief measures. At that time, the stone culture method was mainly adopted. The
quantity of oyster production is now about 15X10°~19X10° %, and the half of oyster production
including seed oyster is exported ‘to the foreign countries.
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Table 1. Areas of oyster farm in Korea in

1920s*

Region Area(m?) Yield amount(Yen)
Yonghungman, 13, 134, 000 60, 000
Hamkyongnam-do
Haechangman, 3, 960, 000 13,000
Chollanam-~do
Hwangupo, 1, 310, 100 28, 000
Hamkyongbuk-do

Total 18, 404, 100 101, 000

* from statistic of the government-general of

Choseun
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Table 2. Comparison of oyster productions*

1930s 1931s
Nation - -
Production(kg) Amount(Yen) Production(kg) Amount(Yen)

Natural oyster 17, 889 533,474 3, 853 464, 698
Korea  tuttural oyster 1,706 191, 744 2,487 322,158
Natural oyster 9, 045 363, 960 11, 804 400, 967
Japan  cuttural oyster 19, 037 988, 615 25, 862 1,102, 839
U. S. A. 56, 236 33,000, 533 54, 489 21, 060, 425

* gtatistic of fisheries bureau in the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
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Table 8. Oyster production in Korea, 193¢s*

Region Production(kg) Amount(Yen)
Kyonggi-do 608, 625 19, 505
Chungchongnam-~do 354, 950 62, 110
Chollabuk-do 7,704 1,035
Chollanam-do 420, 133 63, 020
Kyongsanganm-do 103, 807 26, 163
Hwanghae-do 315, 567 57,289
Pyongananm-do 08,177 22,764
Pyonganbuk-do 181, 030 50, 550
Hamkyongnam-do 197, 499 34, 980
Hamkyongbuk-do 2,926 572

Total 2,290,418

338, 008

* Ef‘roimiFisheries Staistics of C];seun(1936)
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