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Abstract: An outbreak. of duck virus hepatitis was confirmed for the first time in Korea from

-ducklings having -up to 40~65/ mortality in less than 15-day-old ducklings of two farms located

in the vieinity of Kwangju city.

The infected ducks showed sudden death and oplsthotonus position,

The predominant gross lesions were found in the liver, showing enlargement:and petechial or

ecchymotic hemorrhages, .

The microscopic findings were consxsted of fatty chcmges and necrosis of the hepatic-cells, and

proliferation of the bile duct epithelium.

The presence .of the virus was detected by electron microscopy of the sera and livers of infected

ducks. -

The duck embryo and the ducks inoculated with the liver materials from the infected ducks

showed the same lesions with those of the naturally infected ducks,
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Fig, 3.
Fig. 4.

Fig. 5.
Fig. 6.

Legends for Figures

. A 15-day-old duckling which has died from duck virus hepatitis showing the typical position of

opisthotonus,

. Two 13-day-old duck embryo inoculated with duck virus 3 days previously. Note a small size and

general edema (left), Normal one 13-day-old duck embryo (right).

The livers of the infected ducklings showing typical hemorrhaic lesions of duck virus hepatitis,
The liver section with the hemorrhage and congestion in a 9-day-old duckling, Hematoxylin and
eosin stain (H & E) x100.

The liver section with the hepatocytes necrosis and fatty change, H & E. x400.

Virus particles in the serum from duckling with viral hepatitis; bar represents 100nm,
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