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Abstract

The present study was conducted as a part of the research on the investigation on daily
life and consciousness of the longevous psople in Korea. Surveys were carried out on their
familial organization and the marriage life of longevous people in order to achieve the
purpose of the research. The materials for 121 males and 258 females aged more than 80
were collected and analyzed from June to November 1985.

The results are summarized as follows:

1. As for parents’ mortality age of longevous people, 48.5% of them showed “both
above 70”(20.3%) and/or “either father or mother above 70” (28.2%). Coasequently, a
significant difference was found between the life span and inherent factor.

2. By the birth order of longevous people, “lst” had the highest figure of 41.2%. and
decreased in the order of “2nd”(25.1%) and “3rd”(13.7%). It was observed that the
more the birth order of longevous people preceded, the more life span of the aged

increased.
3. Three to five persons in the number of brothers and sisters comprised 57.6% of

total longevous people surveyed, while 63.9% of them were revealed to have three to six

in the number of offsprings.
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Table 1. Parents’ mortality age of longevous people
Sex Both above 70 gg?}férf:&iﬂ o7r0 Both below 70 Unknown Total
Korea Total 77(20.3%) 107(28.2%) 185(48.8%) 10(2.6%) 379(100%)Y)
Male 23(19.0%) 36(29.8%) 59(48.8%) 3(2.5%) 121(100% )
Female 54(20.9%) 71(27.5%) 126(48.8%) 7(2.7%) 258(100% )}
Japan* Total 52(31.9%) 66(40.5%) 40(24.5%) 5(3.1%) 163(100% )
Male 27(35.5%) 30(39.5%) 18(23.7%) 1(1.3%) 76(100%)
Female 25(28.7%) 36(41.4%) 22(25.3%) 4(4.6%) 87(100%)

* The report of longevous people above 80 years of age in Japan (1975) by Japan Gerontological

Research and Development
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Table 2. The numbers of brothers and sisters above 80 of age

The detail of having

Sex None Have Total
1 2 3 4 or more than

“Total 284 95 71 16 4 4 379
(74.9%)  (25.1%) (74.7%) (16.8%) (4.2%)  (4.2%) (100%)

Male 93 28 24 3 1 — 121
(76.9%) (23.1%) (85.7%) (10.7%) (3.6%) (100%)

Female 191 67 47 13 3 4 258
(74.0%) (26.0%) (70.1%) (19.4%). (4.5%)  (6.0%) (100%)

Table 3. The order of birth of longevous people
Sex Ist 2nd 3rd  4th 5th  6th 7th Sthor Unkn- o

further own

"Korea Total
Male

Female 96

60 26 11 9 4 2 4
(49.6%)(21.5%)( 9.1%) (7.4%) (3.3%)(1.7%)(3.3%)

156 95 52 32 16 7 - 8 2 11 379
(41.2%)(25.1%)(13.7%) (8.4%) (4.2%)(1.8%)(2.1%)(0.5%) (2.9%) (100%)

5 121
(4.1%) (100%)

69 41 23 12 5 4 2 6 258
(37.29%)(26.7%)(15.9%) (8.9%) (4.7%)(1.9%)(1.6%)€0.8%) (2.3%) (100%)

Japan* Total
Male

Female

11 7 4 3 4
(28.2%)(17.9%)(10.3%) (7.7%)(10.3%)

60 34 42 16 18 72 4 2 36 214
(28.19%)(15.9%)(19.6%) (7.5%) (8.4%)(0.9%)(1.9%)(0.9%)(16.8%) (100%)

2 8 39
(5.1%) (20.5%) (100%)

49 27 38 13 14 2 2 2 28 175
(28.19%)(15.4%)(21.8%) (7.4%) (8.0%)(1.1%)(1.1%)(1.1%)(16.0%) (100%)

+ The report of longevous people above 100 years of age in Japan (1975) by Japan Gerontological

Research and Development
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Table 6. The survivor's age at spouse death of longevous people

Sex Alive Below 50 51~59 60~69 70~79 Above 80 Unknown Total
Korea Total 55 51 61 75 89 20 28 379
(14.5%) (13.5%) (16.1%) (19.8%) (23.5%) (5.3%) (7.4%)  (100%)

Male 33 8 12 35 10 11 121
(27.3%) (6.6%) (9.9%) (9.9%) (28.9%) (8.3%) (9.1%)  (100%)

Female 22 43 49 63 54 10 17 258
(8.5%) (16.7%) (19.0%) (24.4%) (20.9%) (3.9%) (6.6%)  (100%)

*Japan Total 4 50 46 41 30 13 30 214
(1.9%) (23.4%) (21.5%) (19.2%) (14.0%) ( 6.1%) (14.0%)  (100%)

Male 4 4 7 3 8 8 5 39
(10.3%) (10.3%) (17.9%) ( 7.7%) (20.5%) (20.5%) (12.8%)  (100%)

Female — 46 39 38 22 5 25 175
(26.3%) (22.3%) (21.7%) (12.6%) ( 2.9%) (14.3%)  (100%)

* The report of longevous people above 100 years of age in Japan (1975) by Japan Gerontological

Research and Development
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Table 7. The frequency of marriage of longevous people

3 times

Sex Unmarried Once 2 times or more Unknown Total
Korea Total  2(0.5%)  341(90.0%) 33( 8.7%)  1(0.3%)  2(0.5%) 379(100%)
Male — 93(76.9%) 25(20.7%) 1€0.8%) 2(1.7%) 121(100% )
Female 2(0.7%)  248(96.1%) 8( 3.1%) — — 258(100%)
Japan* Total  1(0.6%)  132(81.0%) 27(16.6%)  3(1.8%) — 163(100%)
Male - 57(75.0%) 17(22.4%)  2(2.6%) - 76(100%)
Female 1(1.1%) 75(86.2%) 10(11.5%)  1(1.1%) — 87(100%)

* The report of longevous people above 80 years of age in Japan (1975) by Japan Gerontological

Research and Development
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Total

Male | Female

Fig. 1. Marriage life of longevous people

No/ idea(io2]
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Male Female

Fig. 2. The partner of marriage in case of rebirth
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