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Settlement Development in the Western Taebaek Highlands;
with an Emphasis on Clan’s Migration

Summary

Many aboriginal clans have migrated to we-
stern Taebaek highlands, high and cool lands,
from other Provinces rather than from Kangn-
tung, Hongch'dn, and Hoengsdng since the
17th century. Their migration was probably
caused by political and military refuge at the
early years and by population pressure at the
next. This cool highlands has been apparently
colonized during the 18th and the early 20th
century.

The origin, spread and differentiation of rural
settlement with an emphasis on these clan
villages was closely related to the traffic routes,
especially Pyonghae Yukro (8%) which conne-
cted Wonju with Kangniing, the principal road
of nine main routes during the Yi dynasty.
Therefore, rural settlements were made disper-

Han Suk Ock*

sedly all alcng the east-west zone at first and
gradually centralized in some places, resulting
in settlement differentiation.-

Also the altitude above sea level had influencd
on the development of settlement. Differentiation
of Ri (B), the most basic administrative boun-
dary as well as the smallest unit of residence,
had started in the lowland (200~500m), and
moved to the higher land. R:i had composed of
several natural villages (HR#7%) made by
several clans. Up to the early 20th century had
not Doammyon and Naemyon, which were the
coldest areas, been differentiated as an indepe-
ndent Ri. Myon (Jf) boundary corresponded to
river basin.

However, the history of reclaiming the highla-
nds should be explained depending upon the
change of montane agriculture such as shifting
cultivation, annual cropping, and paddy rice

farming.

_Geography, Korean Geographical Society, No. 34, pp.30-46, 1986.
* Full-time Lecturer, Department of Geography Education, Kangwén National University



