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There were three important species among the marine organisms which were cultured in the inter
tidal zone in the old days, and an ark-shell was one of them. Exaiming old books and reports con-
cerning fishery were made in order to reveal the history and industrial trend of ark-shell culture.

Ark-shell was called by the different names in the old days “Komak” and “Sohap”. The name of
Komak was originated in the southern coast area in the 1,700s, and from the begining of 18 century
Komak was used only, Ark-shell was produced in all southern and western coast areas, where a little
of fresh water flows into the calm inner sea and the intertidal zone is well developed. It was well
known that ark-shells shell as well as its flesh took the effect of a medicine. Its culturing method in
Korea seems to be derived from China in the beginning of 19 century, it was cultured first at the
southern area of Chollanam-do. It was considered as the side business, but after Korean war it is
produced on the basis of cooperative work, now its production is quite increased (more than 5,000 }¥)

due to the goverments development policy.
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Table 1. Areas of ark-shell farm and pro-

ductions*
Year Area(m?) Amount(won)
1958 2,023,718 1.931,741
1959 920, 700 878,850
1960 1,353, 000 1,291, 500
1951 624, 192 834,140
1952 330, 000 630, 000
1963 264, 000 504, 000

* from “Fisheries status in Korea” published by
the Korea Economy Development Agency
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Table 2. Suitable areas for ark-shell and -
cockle culturing in 1969*

Total suitable Developed Undeveloped

Species area(ha) area(ha) areaCha)
Ark-shell 14,839 2,427 12,412
Cockle 2,619 29 2,5%0

* “The plan of aquaculture” published by the Office
of Fishery in 1961
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Table 3. Productions of Ark-shell from 1930 to 1942*

Year 1930 1932 1935 1937 1939 1942

Production(kg) 451,125 12, 000 102, 038 125, 931 54,135 582, 000

Amount(Yen) 3,609 1,280 9,034 4,553 9,105 60, 000
* from fisheries statistics of the Government-general of Choseun

Table 4. Ark-shell productions with respect to regions in Korea* unit: %
\\ Year
Region™, 1969 1971 1973 1975 1977 1978 1979

Chungchongnam-do 985 28 305 1,367 3,079 1,319 1,079
Chollabuk-do - — 21 7 163 5 27
Chollanam-do 18,701 17, 657 10, 499 7,882 6,100 4,625 4,050
Kyongsangnam-~do 249 402 1,442 185 326 6 10
Total 19, 935 18, 087 12,238 9, 441 9, 668 5,955 5,166

* from “Fisheries Year Book” published by the Korea Fishery Promotion Association
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