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A Study on the Changing Processes of the Activity Space
and the Central Place System in Cheollanam-do, Korea

Summary

The aim of this paper is to investigate the
changing processes of the sphere of activity and
central place system, focusing mainly on the
coexistence of the periodic market system with
the urban system in Cheollanam-do. Since the
1960s, this area has changed from a rural area
to an urban one.

This study is based on questionnaire and field
survey methods. Information on the personal
behavior in the community was provided by a
headmaster of an elementary school there. I
selected four periods to represent the stages of
economic growth: 1940, 1965, 1980 and 1985.
Items of questionnaire include the following five
factors of personal behavior:

Shoppings, entertainment trips, use of medical
facilities, shipments of agricultural, livestock and
marine products, and commuting and lodging.

In an analysis of the central place system, I
selected three periods (1940, 1965, 1985) to
represent the remarkable changes in accordance
with 1) development stages of agricultural
modernization, 2) elevation of the standard of
living, 3) development of the public transpo-
rtation system, and 4) sphere of activity.

Results of this study are as follows:

1. The sphere of activity defined by such
indicators as the purchase of speciality goods and

entertainment trips, have changed remarkably

Kyung-Sook Jeon*

and the orientation of behavior has also changed
from lower-ordered centers to higher-ordered.

2. The sphere of activity, defined by lower-
ordered indicators such as the purchase of
perishable goods and underwear, and the shipment
of agricultural products have slightly changed.
The sphere of the use of medical facilities, one
of the higher-ordered indicators, has also slightly
changed. The sphere of the purchase of electric
goods, one of the middle-ordered indicators, has
changed to an between two above-mentioned
indicators.

3. In 1940, a center with a periodic market
played a role as a central place, because the
periodic market was a focus for the personal
behavior. We could then see a periodic market
system as a kind of central place system; the
central place hierarchy consisted of seven levels.
The seventh and sixth-ordered center had a
daily fixed market with wholesale function and
a periodic market.

The fifth to the third-ordered centers had a
periodic market with higher-ordered functions.
The second-ordered center had a periodic market
with middle-ordered functions, and the first-
ordered center had a periodic market with only
lower-ordered functions.

4, In 1965,

characterized by an increase of the number of

the central place system was

periodic markets, and the appearance of moderni-
zed wurban establishments (shopping

etc.) These two

streets,

theaters, medical facilities,

* Assistant Pl:ofessor, Department of Geography Education, College of Education, Chonnam National

University



features were somewhat contrary to each other,
but there is a complementary relation between
them. We can see the transitional tendency from
the periodic market system to the urban system
in this period. I named this ‘compound system
of periodic market and urban establishment’.

5. In 1985, the periodic market was attenuated
because of the continuous increase in urban
establishments. The central place system evolved
into an urban system, but the periodic market
functioned at the level of the first and second-
ordered centers. Sc we can label it an urban
system with periodic market. The Central place

hierarchy is replaced by five levels instead of

the above scven levels. The previous fourth and
third-ordered centers with higher-ordered fun-
ctions are replaced by the seccnd-ordered center,
and the previous second-ordered center with
medium-ordered functions are also replaced by
the first-ordered center. The quasi-first-ordered
center with a periodic market which has only
lower-ordered function was replaced by the
previous first-ordered center.

6. From the above mentioned analysis, we
can make a medel for the changing process of
the central place system in this area as shown
in Fig. 10.



