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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this study were to investigate how social class system influences family life,

especially, marital relationship through area of marital satisfaction and marital stability and

to find out the influences of variables related to marital stability, that is, marital satisfaction,
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marital alternatives and barriers to marital breakup. The study was performed in a viewpoint
of soctal exchange approach.

Major findings were as follows . First. husbands and wive s marital satisfaction and marital
stability differed significantly by themr level of SES. The marital satisfaction scores and the
marital stability score of higher class were higher than those of lower class,

Second, the higher the marital satisfaction scores and the barriers to marital breakup scores
were, the higher the marital stability scores were. And the higher the marital alternatives scores
were, the lower the marital stahility scores were.

Third, the independent influences of variables related to marital stability were differed by
level of SES.

The last, the typology of marital satisfaction and marital stability differed by level of SES.
In lower class, the marriage type of low satisfaction and low stability is more than other types.

But in middle and upper class, the most marriage tvpe i1s high satisfaction and high stability

marriage.
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