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Development of the Character Constancy Concept :
Self and Others

4 B 5™
Kim, Chang Ha

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present research was to investigate (1) the acquisition of character constancy
of self and others as a function of age; (2) the pattern of acquisition of character constancy, and (3) the
relationships between character constancy and conservation of number and mass.

The subjects of this study were 160 children, 20 boys and 20 girls at each grade level, kindergarter
through grade 3. The Character Constancy Tasks devised by Rotenberg (1982) and conservation tasks
of number and mass were administered to each child. Chi square, Guttman Scale analysis and Pearson’s
Correlation were used for the statistical analysis of data.

The findings showed that there was increase with age in character constancy of others and of sel:

in that there was increase with age in children’s belief that the characteristics of another person are
stable across time and consistent despite changes in a person’s appearance. Character constancy of
others and of self were acquired in the developmental stages of identity, stability, and consistency.

Character constancy of others and self correlated with the conservation of number and mass.
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28hd (n = 40) 1.08 .66 1.15 . 86 Y o
38hd (n= 40) 2.02 .77 1. 60 .63 L34 *
A H(N=160) 1.56 .67 1.02 .86 LB 1**

*xP{.05  xx PC.OI

E6olA BEuls} ol ATUA WA o}
SoM az8lz 2z S BFoM  ERIY
MeIEAe] A3 NG HEF 4.

FRENG ASUAAL RS GHY 4

S uEAY YSe JBAE
A M=ol ALk,

CRT ) sty Xpdel WIS Ho| st satdoiEnt HEMNE &S0 AtH 5

Axle] AMeiEre) g B & 4 BA T
8} d

M SD M SD r
w29 (n= 40) 1.40 .63 .35 .62 .32 *
13d (n= 40) 1.60 .59 .98 .83 L40k*
28t (n= 40) 1.70 .69 1.15 .86 L45%*
3spd (n= 40) 2.35 .74 1.60 .63 .36 *
A A(N=160) 1.76 .74 1.02 .86 L49H*

* P .05 ** P (.01



oF5l A4 el TR AT 13

E 7ol o3t@ AW, FUGm 1,2, 3
shd mRolA Aol AASHel Bt ¥
ARG T S FREY ASPOlE Rl @
g2l ae] ASE ¥+ Ak w
sHelel 49 2 A%s o S219 frold
g 5ol Azel YER} M6 B HU,

2 a7 A AASEC] # FEEA
do] 45& AT Ble A o
d el met Aoz gl Aoz #WEHAUL
%, FA00A FUgn 3ehdAtole o
3ol %—f}[}oﬂ apet U5 G
g 5% okewrt SV E AeRg JE
s R %‘l°l—— MAEAG B3 3y
Ade] g5oz A9 o, o ddc

Livesley ¢ Bromley(1973)2 <74 %
9} g}, ol g e olFe] A ofols
o} HEFHF E5Ho oFse] HEFH A

Qg ewtzAl ZYstx Fa Ao A
or

o A BAMEZHE: o] &3 AT7Ee EA
g o= d2AA E AlEP 2o},
T A7 e Ei dxd A4S Ao
B2 THol3te] ojddH o obg Al B
glbetd] i3] Ay AL kx| Estd, o}
o 2 ® el tiE 43 Ade o
Hol 718l wet Fvtgtin ¢g 5 U

*

A4l 9 Eple) AASACl B oty

fuc)

o] Fd4, <A, dudAds oAl
& AAA gdEgoe & 743 Rote-
nberg(1982) 9] A7t U she Aol
th TdME e AASEC dd 3
el A 7R S elM AY A
Ao fAd kg BF 453 A
o2 uepdt ¥ MIdE & ¢ N
7

JAGHE B @ B AT,
g obsol Ed Hge dYth ot B
Aol ndy @ Aol @Al xZAHe

1 EA F, @ skl &

g wris BUANE 4o #g obE7)
Abae] 54e 3 vetdle Aoz AsdE
o},

MAEA ) B3 FHINEH +, FuES
Al g Erke) fojE AAHdRES vEY &

o -7#9] 43¥= Rotenberg(1982) 9] Z=lo}
2 A Wotolel 2z B¥del
A d H RENE EE1] e
Bargk DeVries(1974), DeVries 2 Kohlber-
g(1977)¢] A4 ot e AT IS
Aol e A5 BUSEES Nds
R obg ol xH<el FEHWEAHAA A
i Roletn Azpg 5 vk F obee
Adrgofa] of -9 F93% ATV = EW
Az Bl diddelr #ytolyzl ARIA A
Aol &abe Al 2 ekl AAEFAM %
A Y= A ¢ ¢ Uk

ola] £ Ao Lolxl ARy o
&3 o] d8g Wiz 3}

A, erqie] ZRQ1EAg B A3 NE
o] g5 dye] et zol7t Uk &, &
2 A3 Fgalstw 1 shd obFy BRI A

&5l



14 REBRE ZNE —R

QBN BY FPIAIL YSHA Lt
3, Aol Frhgel mat Bl AHASA
o B FAINIE Y59 kg4t 37
gt} ojd dde) obEe BRI W A
4 AL A Ran @zo] 2 7Hgel
mral epelel o AR AAg @t
=4, Aael HASAe] wat &N

5o ddo g} zol7} Ao = of
dse] obpe Aol sl AHH A

a1 ®apo] ol Frbgel ot Al

el Ha AL s,

AR, erele] Al EAel Tek GG
& BUA, A, ABANG A wAE
AN HE@,

WA, zpae] ALEG0l B g
< U, AEANEY M vAE
AR &S},

oA, Elele] J) QA6 TE FAFAAN
g3 4, Fuds Y5goe  wo@
3 3ol ok

2 oo & Lo

84,

XA, A} AJAEAL #E A
Md B 5, FERESNHEe] d5dede fAD

A ge] St

Zoz £ 478 B e e Al
& 3t g,

A, Bl AJASAdl g S9N
deol A% AsEe] A=7t g8 Bl (o :
2, zl]‘a A ATOE THNAA &g
Ad e weg 4 & davt g,

=, & d7e AgE A7y ol 9
of te 7Y =, AR A, Uy
T cldEL BFHoz A8 A

ASHel 28 BN ddg dvEe

A°l Wast,

FaEd
T, (1984), gt olF9] oA Zdg
of &g AT, YA =8, dA
st oishd.
(1984,. 7 7} ¢} BRIl Wizt F&
o7 & ob3vle A¥Usgud, 4
ARte =&, o] sl A 8t o &h4l,
Barenboim, C. (1977).

changes in the interpersonal cognitive

g,

Developmental

system from middle childhood to adole-

scence. Child Development, 48, 1467-
1474,

Barenboim, C. (1985). A response to Berndt
and Heller. In S.R. Yussen (Ed.), The

growth of reflection in children.

New

York: Academic press.
DeVries, R. (1969).

identity in the years three to six. Mono-

Constancy of generic

graphs of the Society for Research in
Child Development, 34 (3, Serial No.
127).
DeVries, R., & Kohlberg, L. (1977). Rela-
tions between piagetian and psychometric
In LG.
Katz, M.Z. Glockner, S.T. Goodman &
MJ. Spencer (Eds.), Current topics in
early childhood education (Vol. 1).
Norwood, NJ.: Ablex Publishing Cor-
poration.

assessments of intelligence.




obse B4 Bl A AT

Flapan, D. (1968). Children’s understanding
New York:

of social interaction.

Teacher’s College Press.
Flavell, J.H. (1977). Cognitive development.
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall.
Furman, W., & Bierman, K.L. (1984). Child-

ren’s conceptions of friendship: A multi-

method study of developmental changes.
Developmental Psychology, 20, 925-931.
Goldberg, L.R. (1978). Differential attribu-

tion of trait-descriptive terms to oneself

as compared to well-liked, neutral, and
disliked other: A psychometric analysis.
Journal of Personality and Social Psy-
chology,§_6_, 1012-1028.

Heller, K.A., & Berndt, T.J. (1981). Develop-

mental change in the formation and

organization of personality attributions.
Child Development, _5_2_, 683-691.

WJ., & Bromley, D.B. (1973).
Person Perception in Childhood and
London: John Wiley and

Livesley,

Adolescence.
Sons.
Markus, H. (1977).

cessing

Self-schemata and pro-
information about the self.
Journal of Personality and Social Psy-

chology, 35,63-78.

Mohr, D.M. (1978).
tributes of personal identity. Devel
mental Psychology, 14,427-428.

Nisbett, R.E., Caputo, C., Legant, P,
Marecek, J. (1973).

by the actor and as seen by the observ

Development of

’

Behavior as se

Journal of Personality and Social P
chology, 27, 154-164,
Peevers, B.H., & Secord, P.F. (1973). De

lopmental

changes in attribution
descriptive concepts topersons. Joun
of Personality and Social Psycholo;
27, 120-128.

Piaget, J. (1968).

memory and identity.

On the development

Barre, Ma
Clark University Press and Barre Put
shers.

Rotenberg, K.J. (1982).
character constancy of self and othe
Child Development, 53,505-515.

Shaver, K.G. (1975).

attribution processes, Cambridge, Ma:s

Development

An introduction

Wintrop.

Slaby, R.G., & Frey, K.S. (1975). Develo
ment of gender constancy and selecti
attention to same — sex models. Chi
Development, 46, 849-856.



