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= ABSTRACT =

A Study on Performance and Achievement of
Village Health Workers in Rural Primary
Health Care Program

Dal—-Young Hur, Myoung —Sook Lee
and Yong -Tae Yum

Department of Preventive Medicine & Institute for
Environmental Health, College of Medicine, Korea
University

Soon —Duck Kim

Junior College of Public Health and Medical
Technology, Korea University

It is utmostly important to establish the efficient
fitable way of peoples’ active participation in prim-
ary health care especially in the areas where the
public or governmental service input for the basic
health care is insufficient like as in rural areas of
Korea. In light of above reason, this study focused
mainly on the evaluation of roles and activities of
village health workers (VHWSs) who were selected
from grass—root level of village people in order to
derive further motivation for active participation.
This is believed to be a sort of feedback mechani-
sms. Actually, the authors collected the activity re-
ports of VHWs who had been devoting themselves
in the primary health care services of Jeomdong
Area, of Yeoju Gun one of Korea University Co-
mmunity Health Action Programmes and survey
record on the VHWs activity from correspondent
people. Those data were analyzed through computer
programmed package. The activities performed by
VHWSs were limited to the performance in 1985 for
converiance.

The summarized results were as follows;

1) General characteristics of VHWs

Among a total of 28 VHWs in the area, about
39.39 of them have been replaced up to the date
since the implementation in 1983, because of mov-

ing out, occupational employment and of others.

The age of majority (7509) lied between the ra-
nge of 30-50, and educational background of 67.99
belonged to category of primary school graduation ,
about 509 of them experienced to be or were also
entiled "chief of women club” of corresponding
villages.

2) Work-load of VHWs.

Each VHW was assigned for tasks of health care
for average 55 households of 248 persons. They sh-
ared approximately 6 days a month for the activity
in average and it covered 17 cases of basic health
care in a month. A half of the VHWSs performed
home visits irregularly without solidified schedule.

3) Work performance analysis.

Informations collected through VHWs were com-
pared with data from official vital registration at lo-
cal administration center " Myon Office " in 1985.
VHWSs collected 100.8 of new born, 116.2 of death,

58.3 of move in and 74.8 of move out in comparison

with 100.0 of official registration each.

Pregnant women of 79.8% of mothers among the
total pregnancy of 94 which were confirmed as no-
rmally delivered or aborted cases by all means af-
terwards had been detected by VHWs as being per-
gnant and all of them received some of antenatal
cares by VHWs. All(100%) of delivered women were
detected by VHWs through home visits and they
were cared postnatally. Whereas, according to the
records of birth registration, the places of delivery
were clinic in 33.7%, and mother’s home in 66.3%,
VHWs reported them to be clinic in 4899, mid-
wifery in 20.29%. It was cleared that most of misin-
formation was caused by uncautious filling of birth
registration at notification. Among the total of 717
eligible women under age 44 years, family planning
status of 92.69; was reported by VHWs confirming
practice of control to be 70.89% of reported fertile
women,

4) Attitude of VHW on the roles and functions

Although 9209 of VHWSs expressed VHWs to be
worthwhile, only 52.09 of them had dignity and
satisfaction in their activity and 44.0% of them had
passive attitude of working saying they followed di-
rection regardlessly. Concerning difficulties in  per-
formance as a VHW, 60.7% of them pointed out lac-



king of medical and health related knowledge by rest on community health service itself. Most of
VHWs needed more educational training especially

themselves.

Still, 64.09 of them thought visiting unfamilier on clinical fields such as cares of gynecological di-
house to be awful and 40.09 complained the recor- seases, hypertension, diabetes, and other chronic
ding forms of activity to be difficult and hard. It diseaes of the aged. Regular on-the—job basic tra-
was also revealed that 56.69% confessed lack of inte- inings were said to be needed twice a year.
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