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(ABSTRACT>

A Study of the Marital Status of Clinical Nurses

This study is aimed at providing a theoretical basis for the nursing manpower management
regulations enforced by hospitals in the country. For this purpose, the study first gives a
statistical analysis of the marital status of nurses, inquires into the views of nurse directors
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on the employment of married nurses and finally attempts to identify the advantages and
disadvantages accruing from hiring married nurses.

It is hoped that this investigative study will help extend the job life of nurses in Korea
and contribute to promoting welfare for them. .

A total 134 hospitals were selected as the sample of the survey. The questionaires were
distributed and collected by mail over the period from Dec. 7, 1985 to Jan. 9, 1986. 79 hos-
pitals or 59 percent of the total responded to the guestionairs. Of them, five were excluded
for having inadaquately answered the questionaires. As a consequence, the responses of 74
hospitals were used as the basic data for the study.

I. ‘General Characteristics _

Classified in terms of location, 39.2 percent of the 74 hospitals finally selected for the
survey were located in cities. Seoul alone accounted for 23 percent.

Of the total, 37.8 percent hospitals said they opened up in the 1980s.

By the type of hospital, corporate hospitals represented 56, 8 percent of the total, followed
by private hospitals with 14.8 percent and national and public hospitals with 12.2 percent.

By the standarized grades, 20.3 percent of the 74 hospitals surveyed belonged to the A
-class, 13.5percent the B class and 37.8 percent the D class or below.

II. Marital Status of Nurses

1) As for the marital status of nurses, 81,1 percent of the nurse directors employed by
the 74 hospitals were identified as married. The comparable percentages for supervisors,
head nurses and staff nurses stood at 74.5%, 65.1% and 12, 9% repectively.

2) By the type of hospital, national and public hospitals were found to be more inclined
toward employing married nurses with 25 percent of their nursing staffs married. By com-
parison, the proportions of married nurses in university hospitals, corporate and other private
hospitals were below' 10 percent.

III. Recruiting Polic

1) Asked about their recruiting policy regarding married nurses; 47.3 percent hospitals
said they do not discriminate against married nurses. 48.6 percent showed a negative atti- -
tude toward hiring married nurses. '

2) Of the 25 hospitals favorable to married nurses, 47.3 percent cited the stableness and
reliability of married nurses as the principal reason for employing them. 28. 6 percent recruit
married nurses to meet manpower demand in special fields of medicine. ]

66.7 percent of the 36 hospitals disinclined toward hiring married nurses pointed out the
difficulty of arranging maternity leaves as the principal reason. 63.9 percent also said em-
ploying married nurses complicates their nurses shifting schedules.

Classified by the type of hospital, 77.8 percent of the national and public hospitals sur-
veyed gave a positive response to employing married nurses. The comparable figure for the
university ‘hospitals was 54. Spercent. . '

IV. Hospital Regulations Regarding Married Nurses

1) Of the 74, 26 hospitals or 35 percent compel their nurses to quit when they get mar-
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ried. By contrast, 56.8 percent allow nurses to continue to work after marriage.

57.7 percent of the hospitals that dismiss nurses upon marriage specify that policy in
their hospital rules. 30.8 percent have such provisions included in their nurse department
rules. 26.9 percent state the compulsory dismissal of nurses upon marriage in their hospital
regulations.
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