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A Study on the Factors Determining Core Journals

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to verify the factors determining core journals in a field based upon
the results of the citation analysis of the journals in the field of Korean History (KH).

In order to verify the determinant factors, dividing the articles of the KH journals into their no-
velty and author’s seniority, the following hypotheses were established.

Hypothesis I : When a KH journal publishes more articles on prehistoric and ancient eras than

others, the journal will have higher chance to he included in the core journals.

Hypothesis Il . When a KH journal publishes more articles by senior researchers than others,

the journal will have higher chance to be included in the core journals.

To achieve the purpose, the cited articles found in the two sample journals, namely, Backsan Hakbo
and Hanguksa Yongu were analysed during the past 20 years from 1962 to 1981.

Applying the Hirst’'s Discipline Impact Factor method to the the study, Historical Science Impact
Factor (HSIF) on the samples itself and the historical era dealt with in the articles and the seniority of
the authors during every five-year period.

Based upon the present study to verify the two hypotheses, the following conclusions have been
reached.

1) The most influencing subject matter era on the HSIF of the journal is arranged in prehistoric and
ancient, Koryo, Chosun, recent era, and the others by order of era.

2} Changing a fringe or semicore journal into a core journal, every HSIF on its article era is grown up
and prehistoric and ancient eras are, specially, increased high relatively. Changing a core journal into
a fringe or scmicore journal, every HSIF is dropped and prehistoric and ancient eras are fallen sharp
relatively.

3) The most influencing seniority on the HSIF of the journal is the seniors written on prehistoric and
ancient eras. Above all, the senior’s HSIF on prehistoric and ancient eras are most influencing the

changing of the core journal into the fringe or semicore.

4) Hypothesis I is not verified in general The relative connections between the senior’s HSIF on cach
era and the changing of the core journal are verified in part but not in the whole.

5) The reason why the HSIF on prehistoric and ancient eras is higher than others can be assumed be-
cause the new oxcavations are continued actively in the present as to the relics and remains on that
eras. Accordingly, the HSIF on the new subject matter like archaeology trends to grow up greatly.
Berween the senior’s and junior’s HSIF, junior’s is higher than senior’s except ancient era. That rea-
son can be assumed because juniors try to solve the existing problems through their own new view-
points and sights.

So, it should be studied whether the HSIF on the articles of the new subject matters and viewpoints

is influenced to the changing of the core journal or not.
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