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=ABSTRACT=

This study has dual purposes : one is to develope a new theoretical framework in consumer

behavior area by applying the human ecological approach, and the other is to test the theory

empirically by examining prepurchasing behavior of housing, Research methods adopted in

this study are library search and survey research with self-adminstered questionnaires. The

statistical methods used in the survey research are factor analysis, cht square test, and multiva-

riate analysis with crosstabulations.

According to the human ecological approach, ecological environments are mmportant sources

of consumer needs which, in turn, are satisfied by purchasing behavior in the market. Within

-
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this theoretical framework, consumers can improve the quality of life by perceving clearly

what their needs are and thereby making the most possible efficient purchasing decision ma-

king.

The major findings of the empirical research on the basis of the theoretical framework are

as follows :

1) Housing needs significantly vary with different ecological environments.

2) Consumer information search behavior does not differ significantly by housing needs.

3) Housing needs turn out to be an intervening variable between ecological environments

and consumer information search behavior.

The results of this study show that the human ecological approach is useful in consumer

behavior studies. The empirical result that consumer needs are not significantly satisfied by

consumer behavior suggests a new direction in consumer education.
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