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The Effect of Focus of Attention (Sadness and Joy)

on Altruism
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ABSTRACT

The present research was designed to study the effect of gender differences
and focus of attention (on sadness and on joy) in altruistic behavior. The subjects
were 74 boys and 76 girls from a junior high school in Seoul. Emotion arousing and
focus of attention identifying methods were used. Statistical analyses were with two-
way ANOVA and Scheff€ test. There were significant differences in altruisic beha-
vior between the sadness seif-oriented group and the sadness other-oriented group.

The results were explained in terms of the accessibility of cognitive contents.
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