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=ABSTRACT=

The purpose of this study is to search a tendency of marital stability, and to identify the
variables influencing on marital stability of urban couples. The sample was selected from
the married couples living is Seoul. Total sample consisted of 476 spouses(238 couples) fi-
nally selected datum sources.

The data were analyzed by the statistical method such as the fator analysis, frequency
distribution, percentile, ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation, and 3 test analysis.

The main results were as follows :

1) In general the score of marital stability of urban couples was somewhat high.

2) Among the related variables, socio-demographic variables such as Socio-Economic Sta-
tus(SES), religion, social background have turned out to be significant on the marital sta-
bility. Also, marital satisfaction and attitude toward divorce influenced marital stability.
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3) The important influential variables on the marital stability were in the order of mari-
tal satisfaction, attitude toward divorce, years of marriage.

4) Four types of marital stability are identified based on marital satiafaction and attitude
toward divorce. Among the surveyed couples, 39.7% showed the most ideal pattern in the
sense that they show high scores on marital satisfaction and negative attitude toward divo-
rce.

On the other hand, 25.2% showed high psychological instability that they show low sco-
res on marital satisfaction and positive attitude toward divorce. _

After all the most signigicant variable relating to marital stability was marital satisfaction.
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