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Fig. 2. Diagrammatic structure of the af TCR comple-
xed to antigen plus MHC. The T cell af receptor
has a combining site for antigen-MHC. The an-
tgenic peptide(represented by the black penta-
gon) is bound by an MHC molecule on the
surface of an antigen-presenting cell in a groove
created by two a helices(circles) and a B-pleared
sheet(pladorm). Other molecules involved in
T cell recognition and activation, the v, §, and
& chains of CD3, and the “accessory” or “cost-

mulatory” molecules, CD4 and CDS8, arc shown.
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* Stage 1. early thymocywe, CD2+, CD4—, CD8
— (double negative)

* Stage 1 . Common thymocyte, CD2+, CDI+,
CD4+, CD8+ (double negative)

¢ Stage III  mature thymocytwe, CD2+, CD3+,
CD4+ or CD2+, CD3+, CD§+ (single positive)
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Fig. 3. A schematic view of the p heavy-chain locus and its products after rearrangement and splicing.

V, Variable region ; D, diversity region ; J, joining region ; L, leader exon.
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