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A Study on the ASK Communication Modem
over Electrical Power Lines
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ABSTRACT

The layout of electrical power distribution networks never involved communications aspects. As
a result their transmission properties severely complicate the use as data links. Futhermore
bandwidth as well as transmission power is restricted. Nevertheless, power distribution networks
represent a most attractive medium for digital communication purposes due to an ever increasing
demand, e.g., for environment management of buildings, office automation, and remote meter read-
ing or security monitoring,

In this paper, a power line modem which is capable of transmitting and receiving data at 1200
bps using OOK-BASK through 220V AC power lines is implemented. The receiver includes
noncoherent detector and performs soft decision. The PLM circuits can be simplified by use of
microprocessor. The PLM also satisfies CENELEC, European standards, and can be applied to
home automation system.
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