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{Abstract)

This study examined the characteristics of the relationship of HOME, socio-
demographic variables and children’s verbal ability at age four, five, six. Especially
this study investigated causal relationships among the variables which are supposed
to affect children’s verbal ability by children’s age and sex. The subject of this
study were 180 children and their mothers. Instruments included inventory of home
stimulation(HOME), inventory of socio-demographic variables, inventory of the
children’s verbal ability. The results obtained from this study were as fllows:

1. For the most part, HOME and socio-demographic variables had a significant
positive correlation with children’s verbal ability.

2. The variables that significantly predicted children’s verbal ability differed
according to children’s age and sex. That is, play materials, breadth of experience
and economic status of the home were predictive of boy’s verbal ability at age four,
while aspects of physical environment, breadth of experience were predictive at age
five, fostering maturity and independence, parent’s education were predictive at age
six. And developmental stimulation and breadth of experience were predictive of
girl’s verbal ability at age four, while developmental stimulation, economic status of
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the home were predictive at age five, developmental stimulation and play materials

were predictive at age six.

3. The results of the analysis of the causal model showed that the kind of variables

that affected children’s verbal ability directly differed according to children’s age

and sex. That is, indirect stimulation and direct stimulation affected boy's verbal

ability directly at age four and five, while indirect stimulation and parent’s education

affected boy’s verbal ability at age six. And indirect stimulation, direct stimulation,

emotional climate of the home affected girl's verbal ability directly at age four,

while direct stimulation, economic status of the home, indirect stimulation affected

directly at age five, parent’s education, indirect stimulation and direct stimulation

affected girl’s verbal ability at age six.
4. Another causal model of the HOME,

socio-demographic variables affecting

children’s verbal ability showed that total HOME scores more significantly affected

boy’s and girl’s verbal ability directly than socio-demographic variables at all ages.
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