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Surgical Treatment of Esophageal Cancer

Jin Ho Choi, M.D.*, Ho Seung Shin, M.D.*, Byung Joo Kim, M.D.*,
Hee Chul Park, M.D.*, Ki Woo Hong, M.D.*

From March 1989 to June 1994, 24 cases of esophageal cancer were treated surgically.

Among 24, male was 22 cases, female was 2 cases, and the age ranged from 46 to 75, the mean was
59.8. Symptoms were dysphagia (86.9 %), weight loss (65.2 %) and retrosternal pain or discomfort (47.8
%). The tumor was located cervical esophagus in two, upper esophagus in three, middle esophagus in
12 and lower esophagus in 7.

Among 24 patients, 22 were curative resection, partial esophagectomy with esophagogastrostomy (18
cases) or colon interposition (3 cases), with total esophagectomy with musculocutaneous flap (1 case),
with feeding jejunostomy or gastrostomy in two cases.

Postoperative complications revealed 10 patients(45.4%), as followed; pleural effusion and
pneumonia in 5, passage disturbance in 4, empyema and wound infection in 3, esophagopleural fistula
and sepsis in 2, anastomotic site leakage and respiratory failure in each 1. The operative motality was
13.6 % (3/22) and causes of death were repiratory failure in 1 case and sepsis in 2 cases.

During follow-up period, 8 cases died. The mean survival time was 15.2 months in curative
resection group. One year survival rate was 55.3% in resected group. Also, cacer recurrence revealed

in 1 cases.
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Table 1. Age & sex distribution
A so si~60 61~70 70~
Sex )
Male 2 10 8 2
Female / 1 1
Total 2 11 9 2
Table 2. Symptom according to sex
Sex
Male Female Total (%)
Symtoms
Dysphgia ‘ 19 1 20 (86.9%)
Weight loss 13 2 15 (65.2%)
Substernal pain 9 2 11 (47.8%)
General weakness 8 1 9 (39.1 %)
Cough 8 8 (34.7%)
Regurgitation 6 1 7 (30.4%)
Epigastric pain 5 5(21.7%)
Hoarseness 1 1 2(8.7%)
Hematemesis | 1 1(43%)
Dyspnea i 1 1(43%)
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Table 3. Type of cancer and operation according to tumor site

T~ Cell type ' Cell type ) 1 - Operation
™~ Patient number Staging ' S
Location \ Sq. cell ca [ Adenoca Resection Palhauon
Cervical 28 %) 2 { 1-2, 1II1-1 1 1
Upper ’ 3(12 5%) 3 ! ? I1-1, NI-1 ‘ 2 ‘ I
Middle %) 11 | 1 ‘ [1-5, IT11-1 | 12 |
Lower ‘ (291%) s % 2 11-3. 11-1 7 |
Total ] | 21023%) 36, 70/) T s ‘ﬁ 2 2
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Table 4. Postoperative complication according to operation

—
~~—__ Op. method .
a— . D . 2 3
Complication\\\\J @ @ =

Pl. effusion & pneumonia i

(S IR US TN ('

Anastomotic stricture )
Empyema ‘

19— —

Wound infection J
Esophagopleural fistula |
Sepsis \
Respiratory failure | |

‘1; Feeding gastrostomy or jejunostomy (2 cases)

2, Segmental esophagectomy and esophagogastrostomy (18 cases)
‘3 Total esophagectomy and colon interposition {3 cases)

‘4. Total esophagestomy and musculocutaneous flap op (1 cases)
Pl pleural

Op. : operation
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