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A Comparative Study on the Competitive Power
in Fisheries of Korea and China

Park, Young - Byung
Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to compare China's and Korea's marine fisheries industries in
order to present the main features of China's marine fisheries and show the comparative
advantages they have in production. The results indicate that China's marine fisheries have
the following features.

(1) The marine proportion of the fisheries industry economic activity is less than 60%.
Fishing is 71.3% of that marine activity.

(2) The production trends of marine fisheries history in China can be classified as follows: 1)
an early growth period, 2) a deliberation/consolidation period, 3) a second growth period, 4) a
third growth period, and 5) a fourth growth period. The growth rate has rapidly increased
recently.

(3) Fish production is over 70% of marine fishing fisheries, the next major product is
crustacea. The production of shellfish occupies over 70% of marine aquaculture, seaweed
production however, is only 22% of total marine aquaculture.

(4) The licensed area for marine aquaculture in China is 586.3 ha and that area is 5.4 times
larger than that of Korea. The allotted area for shellfish aquaculture is 60% of marine
aquaculture, production areas of crustaceans occupy 27.3%, fish has 7.1%, and seaweed
production only 5.7% of allocated marine aquaculture areas.

(5) The proportion of power vessels for marine fisheries of China's total power vessel fleet is
around 657%, and the marine fisheries portion of non - powered vessels constitutes only 12%.
The highest proportion of power vessels engaged in marine fisheries activities is between 10
tonnes to 100 tonnes.

(6) The portion of marine fishery workers of all fishery industry employees is 22%, and 70%
of them are full - time workers. Of marine fishery workers, 64% are in the fishing sector, 22%,

aquaculture workers, and the number of employees in marine fisheries is increasing every
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year.

The analysis of China's fishery industry in the production competitiveness indicates as
follows :

(1) The licensed areas in marine aquaculture, number of fishing vessels, number of marine
fishing workers in China's fishery industry are much more than those of Kcrea's. Therefore
China is much more competitive than Korea in the quantity of production side. However,
licensed areas for seaweed aquaculture are more extensive in Korea than China. In China, the
number of power vessels of between 10 tonnes and 100 tonnes, the licensed shellfish
aquaculture areas, and the numbexz of fishing workers within the fisheries industry are much
more than those of Korea.

(2) It is estimated that the licensed areas in marine aquaculture, number of medium sized
power vessels, number of marine fishery workers will be increased as the quantity of
ﬁroduction factors grow in China.

(3) At present, yield per Ha. in marine cultures is very low in China. Therefore it is
estimated that aquaculture techniques have only been diffused recently in China. Yield of fish
per Ha especially is much lower than that of Korea. So the level of aquaculture techniques
seems much lower than that of Korea.

(4) China is behind Korea in production technique, however the number of HP per boat in
China is lower than that of Korea. Therefore, China is much more competitive than Korea in
costs.

(5) Average fish catches per marine fishery worker in China is only 1/3 that of Korea's, and
average marine aquaculture production in China is only 1/2 that of Korea. Therefore we can
say Korea is more competitive than China in efficiency. The average income of marine fishery
workers in China is higher that that of other Chinese industries. However, the competitiveness
of the fisheries industry in China will be increased as more capital is invested and advanced

techniques are developed.



