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ABSTRACT

A Literature Study of the Effect of Hirudo, Lumbricus, Scolopendra,
and Scorpio on Apoplexy

Hong, Shi-nae. Shin, Hyeon-chul. Jeong, Ji—cheon
Dept. of Internal Medicine, College of
Oriental Medicine, Dongguk University

Apoplexy is a disease of a morbid condition manifested as sudden syncope,
unconciousness,  distortion of face, hemiplegia and dysphasia, usually seen in the middle-
aged. The symptoms and signs before sudden onset are headache, dizziness, numbness of
extremities, palpitation, etc.

This study was performed to investige causes of disease, therapies and prescriptions by
insect medicine through the successive medical literatures, recent chinese medical literatures
and chinese medical journals.

The results are as follows;

. The treatment of apoplexy is divided into stage of attack and sequela. In stage of attack,
the principal therapies of apoplexy are calming the liver, suppressed Yang, dissipate
phlegm and elimination weatness. In sequela, the principal therapies of apoplexy are
invigorating  Qi, promote blood circulation and dredge collateral.

. Insects medicine have more strong effect than herbal medicine, because apoplexy is a kind
of critically desease.

. Insects medicine is effective in a convalscent stage and sequela of apoplexy. The proper
dosage for stage of attack is a small dose of insects medicine(about 2-4g), increse
gradually. In convalscent stage, about 4g, in sequela, patients need a large dose of insects
medicine(about 8g).

. Hirudo used to remove stagnated blood and to disperse swelling for the treatment of
severe cases of blood stasis, such as cerebral infarction, sequela of cerebrovascular
accident, contused wounds. Lumbricus used to for the treatment of convulsions due to
high fever, and for hemiplegia and hypertension. Scolopendra used to subdue the
endogenous wind for the treatment of various kinds of tics, convulsions and tetanus, and
it's character is strong because it will be effective Sthenia-Syndrome of apoplexy. Scorpio
used to subdue the endogenous wind for the treatment of various kind of tics,
convulsions, tetanus and sequela of cerebrovascular accident. '
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