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We describe the optical trapping of yeast particles of 3~4 ym in water solution using a diode iaser
operating at 790 nm. The yeast particles are trapped by a laser focus and are moved in 2- or 3-dimen-
sions. This confirms the concept of negative light pressure by the gradient force due to the difference
of the index of refractions of solutions and particles. By moving yeast particle vertically to the laser
beam axis, we measured the horizontal component of the trapping force and compared it with the

laser power.



