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Clinical Evaluation of Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery (VATS)

Kyoung Jun Won, M.D.*, Duk Young Choi M.D.*,
Dong Seup Sohn M.D.*, Dai Yun Cho M.D. * Ki Min Yang M.D.*

From September 1994 to October 1995, we are reporting clinical results of 67 patients whom underwent
video-assisted thoracic surgery(VATS).

1. They were diagnosed as spontaneous pneumothorax in 35, diffuse interstitial lung disease in 9, em-
pyema in 7, hemothorax in 5, malignant pleural effusion in 3, hyperhidrosis in 3, foreign body in chest
cavity in 2, mesothelioma in 1, miliary tuberculosis in 1 and organizing pneumonia in 1.

2. In pneumothorax, bullectomy in 33 and open bellectomy in 2 due to pleural adhesion was done.
Hemostasis in S, irrigation in 7, foreign body removal in 2, talcum powder insufflation in 3, sympathec-
tomy 3 was done. Thoracoscopic biopsy was done in 12.

3. For pneumothorax, operation was indicated as recurrent pneumothorax in 18, persistent air leak in 12,
visible bullae in chest X-ray in 5.

4 Thoracoscopic biopsy was done in 12. They were interstitial pulmonary fibrosis in 9, miliary tuberculosis
in 1, mesothelioma in 1, and organizing pneumonia in 1.Among interstitial pulmonary fibrosis, usual
interstitial pneumonia were 2 and diffuse interstitial pneumonia were 7.

5. No complication was found in 63 patients among 67 patients. The complication was found in 4
patients( 2 persistent air leak, 2 contralateral lung atelectasis).

We concluded that VATS was safe and beneficial in reducing postoperative complication and the role of
thoracic surgery will increase markefdly.
(Korean J thorac Cardiovasc Surg 1996;29:1133-7)
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Table 1. Preoperative diagnosis Table 3. VATS
No. No.
Pneumothorax 35 Bullectomy 33
IPF 9 Bleeding control S
Empyema 7 [rrigation 7
Hemothorax 5 Talc insufflation 3
Pleural effusion 3 Sympathectomy, both 3
Hyperhidrosis 3 Foreign body removal 2
Foreign body 2 Biopsy 12
Mesothelioma 1 uIp 2
Miliary Tuberculosis 1 DIP 7
Organizing pneumonia 1 Miliary tuberculosis 1
Total 67 Mesothelioma 1
Organizing pneumonia 1

IPF : idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis

Table 2. Indication of VATS for spontaneous pneumothorax

No.
Recurrence ' 18
Persistent air leak 12
Visible bullae on Chest X-ray S
Total 35

VATS ; Video-asssisted thoracic surgery

o] 2 ¥ T FITeo] A4, I F i, &
A7 e w3 9 Azt o] 9)gle] FoiEde A
g 9loh.

Fell A 199243 149 o] Fod V4l o3 A& AleH

to o

m]ﬂ 2

ook ¥ asElg 31 Ao = ek 2009 7] B oA ur] &
FAATeS et 3 $o2E A4 kg A
olrt.

Zol gt FHo|F ol A= 1994 8YUF-E] 1995 8
A7k v e F74A L o] 83 ¥ e 674 Y dA4E

I FY &3 FA Bk wlelot
cHAH 2wy
1.cHAHEEXL

Fok st FH-2] T ol A 1994 8YHE] 1995 8
d7tA] FRARLR FEAgo) He #2F TATE
o] 7%= A EA}, suhfrate] Ald Ao A7E=
22}, 23 pEAl A5 5ol Brbed Ao A
e & A A 9sta, BE At A AFE vt
FrdATEd RS v A9 F ude 744

VATS  Video-assisted thoracic surgery
UIP. Usual interstitial pneumonitis
DIP: Desqumative interstitial pneumonitis
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Table 4. Complication

Persistent atr leak 2
Contralateral lung atelectasis : 2
Total 4
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