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Abstract

This study examines the furniture usage behavior of the apartment dwellers in the city of
Seoul and explores the pattern of furniture usage by resident’s characteristics,such as floor
space size, household income, the stage of family life cycle and housewife’s age. To this end,
interviews were conducted with 304 individuals, either household heads or their spouses living
in three residential areas in Seoul. The sample was selected armong people living in apartment
units with the 30s and 40s pyong of floor space size.

The major findings of this study are as fllows ; The furmiture and furnishings selected for. the
study are grouped into four clusters such as conversation-space components, ordinary decoration,
high~quality decoration and miscellaneous components. Families in the stage of primary school
life cycle were likely to possess fewer furniture and decorations than those in the stage of high
school life cycle and in the launching stage. Younger housewives are less likely to possess
ordinary and high-quality decorations than the older. Those living in the larger appartment
units are likely to decorate their living room in an ormamental rather than functional way, and
to possess more ordinary and high—-quality decorations than those in the smaller. In this study,
the size of floor space appers a variable most powerful to explain the pattern of [umniture usage.
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