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On the drifting characteristics of a distressed ship
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Abstract

A vessel in distress might be well identified when both the variables affecting the drifting of the
vessel and the extent to which the variables affect the drifted vessel are known. And also the
disernbarking place inside the ship might be easily located if the drifting poise is forecasted.

The forecasting method of the drifting poise is resolved by combining the vectors of the current and
the wind. It is, however, very hard to forecast the effect of the wind, which should be mainly determined
by field survey.

This study aims at identifying the drifting characteristics of medium/large ships, considering only the
effect of the wind. The experiment revealed the following results.

(D The drifting poise is determined by the aspect ratioc of the ship and the shape of the

superstructure of the ship.

@ Drifting direction is quite stable when wind speed goes over a certain level.

® Drifting speed is 3-7% of the wind speed in case of T/S Hannara.
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